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Message from the Executive Mayor

Official Newsletter for  FBDM • Issue 34

On 24 May 2017 we adopted the 2017/18 
financial year budget that will direct the 
contribution of the district municipality 
towards the improvement of the quality of 
life of communities in the district. 

Even though we say that this is the first 
budget for the new Council, it is not 
necessarily a new experience for me 
personally. I have joined this municipality 
in 2011 and  I can say that I know the 
operations of the municipality fairly well. 
One of my goals is to ensure that my 
administration is transparent when it comes 
to decisions that we make. To achieve 
this I have been working closely with the 
mayoral committee, councillors and the 
municipal manager. 

In the 2017/18 financial year we will be 
facing budgetary constraints that will force 
us to tighten the belt even more than in 
previous years. We have embraced the cost 
containment measures that was proclaimed 
last year and have gone to great lengths to 
ensure that we comply with these directives. 

I have to stress that we 
remain committed to 
supporting and building 
the capacity of our local 
municipalities within 
the district to perform 
their functions and 
exercise their powers 
meaningfully.

It was perhaps fitting that with 
June being Youth Month, I had the honour 
to present   the third intake of graduates 
of the youth entrepreneurial development 
programme with their certificates, after they 
successfully completed the programme. The 
youth is our future and I want to encourage all 
young people to invest in their own futures 
by studying hard and show commitment to 
whatever they set out to do. 

I know that with the support of our 
community we can only go from strength to 
strength. It is also with your nod of approval 
that we have achieved all that we have set 
out to do as a district municipality. 
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The Executive Mayor
Ms BV Ximba

Look us up on:

The Executive Mayor, Cllr. Buyoswa Ximba, during the 2017/18 budget speech address 
at the Council meeting of 24 May 2017. Read more on PAGE 6
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From the Municipal Manager’s Desk

Re bua mmogo - We talk together

The fourth quarter of the financial has come and gone. This 
is the time when we take stock of what we have achieved 
and to reflect on what we could have done better. We use this 
time to prepare the operational plans for the new financial 
year and we make sure that it is aligned with the integrated 
development plan, the budget and the service delivery and 
budget implementation plan.

We have managed to successfully complete most of the projects 
we have planned to implement in our local municipalities for 
the 2016/17 financial year. 

Even though we have not been able to allocate the same amount 
to our local municipalities for infrastructure projects, we will 
still be giving 100% support to the local municipalities. To this 
extent we will be focussing on maintenance and operations 
and completing rolled over projects from 2016/17. 

We have managed to establish a district municipal planning 
tribunal and developed a CBD renewal plan for Dikgatlong 
Municipality. We procured several vehicles for the local 
municipalities namely 2 tractors and 2 bakkies for Dikgatlong 
Municipality, which will be used by the electrical maintenance 
and water maintenance teams of the municipality. 

In the 2017/18 financial year we will continue to give financial 
system support to our local municipalities, especially with 
regard to the implementation of mSCOA and to help them 

Municipal Manager
Ms Mamikie Bogatsu

towards achieving unqualified audit opinions. In terms 
of environmental health we will continue to educate our 
communities through various awareness programmes on 
areas such as sanitation, and pollution. We will continue to 
give support in terms of disaster management and fire fighting 
and roll out programmes to support economic development 
opportunities. We have started the implementation of the first 
phase of the N18 Tourism Route development during the 
2016/17 financial year. The project will continue in 2017/18 
and 2018/19 financial years when we will focus on the 
upgrading, restoration and signage of heritage and tourist sites. 

As you can see, we have set out a number of projects for the 
next three-year budget cycle. All these projects are focussed 
on ensuring that we improve the lives of the communities in 
the district. 

It is important to us that we share 
our achievements and our failures/
challenges with the communities in 
our district. In that way we enable 
you to make informed decisions 
when next you attend a community 
meeting.  

I hope you enjoy reading this 
edition of our newsletter.

Minister in the Presidency for Planning, Monitoring 
and Evaluation and Chairperson of the National 
Planning Commission, Jeff Radebe visited the 
Northern Cape in March 2017.

On 16 March 2017 he delivered a public lecture 
on human rights at the Sol Plaatje University. His 
address was guided by the theme of the year as 
pronounced in the State of the Nation Address; “The 
year of OR Tambo: Unity in Action, Together Moving 
South Africa Forward”. The purpose of the visit was 
to promote the National Development Plan goals of 
active citizenry and broad-based leadership. 

Minister Radebe also conducted unannounced visits 
to various government service delivery sites to assess 
the quality of services offered to the community.  
The establishments visited included police stations, 
schools, hospitals and clinics. As well as the SASSA 
local offices,  Magistrate courts, municipal customer 
care centres and the learner driver testing centre of 
the Sol Plaatje Municipality. The visit was concluded 
with a community imbizo in Galeshewe. 

Left: Minister Jeff 
Radebe with officials of 
the Maintenance Court 
during one of the surprise 
visits to government 
service delivery sites.

Top: Councillors, officials and members of the public 
attended the community meeting at the Mayibuye Centre in 
Galeshewe.

Minister Jeff Radebe 
visits district

District municipal planning tribunal on 
track to address SPLUMA requirements

The district municipal planning tribunal for the Frances 
Baard district held its first meeting in December 2016 to 
look at applications for land development and land use. 

The tribunal was set up to address the requirements of 
the Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act 
(SPLUMA) of 2013. 

The act requires amongst others that municipalities had 
to work on a common understanding with regards to the 
control and regulation of land in terms of land use planning 
and forward planning. 

In order to implement the act municipalities had to develop 
their own planning by-laws and set up planning tribunals. 

Development of by-laws 

All the local municipalities in the district managed to 
develop their planning by-laws in 2015/16. The by-
laws for Phokwane and Sol Plaatje local municipalities 
were gazetted in 2015 and the those for Dikgatlong and 
Magareng were gazetted in 2016.

Establishment of district municipal planning tribunal

The planning tribunal was established in 2015/16 and 
includes the district municipality and three of its local 
municipalities, namely Phokwane, Dikgatlong and 
Magareng.

During its first meeting the tribunal assessed four land 
development applications. Of the four received one was 
referred back to the applicant because of outstanding 
supporting documents. 

The tribunal will have three more meetings before the end 
of the 2016/2017 financial year in order to fast-track the 
processing of land development applications. 

Composition of a planning tribunal includes:

• At least one official of each participating municipality 
in the full time service of the Municipality; and

• Persons who are not municipal officials but who have 
knowledge and experience of spatial planning.

Municipal councillors cannot be members of the tribunal. 

The Spatial Planning and 

Land Use Management Act 

(SPLUMA) of 2013 aims 

to provide for inclusive, 

developmental, equitable 

and efficient spatial planning 

at the different spheres of 

government. 

Appeal tribunal:

In terms of an appeal against a decision of the planning 
tribunal, an appeal tribunal must be established by the 
participating municipalities. 

No member of the Municipal Planning Tribunal may serve 
on the Appeal Tribunal.

Types of applications which may be heard by the tribunal 
are:
• Change/s to the use, form or function of the land;
• Removal, amendment or suspension of a restrictive 

condition;
• Township establishment;
• Subdivision of land;
• Consolidation of pieces of land; and
• The amendment of a land use or town planning scheme 

(except any change affecting the scheme regulation).

To date, municipalities throughout the country have dealt with planning matters in terms 

of various old-order planning ordinances and acts, some dating back as far as the 

1970s and 1980s. This resulted, in some instances, in a fragmented planning system.
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Overview on infrastructure projects 
roll-out in 2016/17

Project Status
Dikgatlong Municipality (R10million)

Water reticulation in town - 
replacement of steel/asbestos pipes in 
Barkly West.

The project entails the replacement of some of the old steel and asbestos pipes 
in Barkly West. The engineering consultants estimates the total project cost at 
about R42million.  As a first phase FBDM has allocated amounts of R3,6millon 
and R2,8million for the 2015/16 and 2016/17 financial years respectively 
to replace most of the old pipes in the Barkly West CBD area.  Estimated 
completion is mid-July 2017.

Co-funding of Windsorton/Holpan 
Regional Bulk Infrastructure Grant 
project.

The project entails the upgrading of the bulk water treatment works (from 
0,7ml/day to 1,6ml/day) at Windsorton and a 11km bulk water supply pipeline 
to the Holpan community.  The project is still in construction and is at about 
60%.  FBDM has already paid out the allocated counter-funding as budgeted 
for as part of the first payments to the service providers.  Estimated completion 
is November 2017.

Procurement of 2x tractors Dikgatlong Municipality requested funding from FBDM to purchase two 
(2) tractors to assist the municipality with operation and maintenance in 
the municipality.  The tractors were purchased and delivered to Dikgatlong 
Municipality on 29 May 2017.

Procurement of 2x bakkies for the 
electrical maintenance and water 
maintenance teams

Two (2) bakkies with maintenance plans will be procured for Dikgatlong to 
assist the electrical maintenance and water maintenance units with operations 
and maintenance.  The bakkies were purchased and delivered to Dikgatlong 
Municipality on 29 May 2017.
Magareng Municipality (R5 000 000)

Co-funding of the upgrading of water 
treatment works project

This project will upgrade the capacity of the water treatment works from 8,4ML/
day to 9ML/day.  FBDM’s portion is part of the counter-funding required by 
the Department of Water and Sanitation. Magareng Municipality has appointed 
a contractor, but construction has not yet started because they are awaiting the 
approval of additional funding from the Department of Water and Sanitation.
Phokwane Municipality (R5 000 000)

Refurbishment of old system and 
fencing in Jan Kempdorp WWTW

The project entails refurbishment of some of the inlet works, the oxidation 
ponds, some mechanical works and the outflow works at the Jan Kempdorp 
Waste Water Treatment Works.  This was the second allocation which was 
used for the completion of the first and second phases of the refurbishment and 
upgrading of this waste water treatment works. Both phases were completed..
Sol Plaatje Municipality (R5 000 000)

Resealing of roads and upgrades This allocation was used by Sol Plaatje to reseal main collector routes within 
the Sol Plaatje area of jurisdiction, focussing on Ritchie.  Sol Plaatje completed 
the resealing in most of the priority streets in Ritchie and will start with paving 
of the access road to the Modderriver filling station soon.  They will also reseal 
some streets in Kimberley depending on how much funding will be left after 
the Modderriver paving

The main focus of infrastructure projects this year was on water in terms of water reticulation and upgrading of water 
treatment works. The district municipality also assisted Sol Plaatje municipality with funding for the resealing of 

roads and upgrades. An allocation of R 25m was made to category B municipalities for capital projects, which funded 8 
projects in the local municipalities. Two projects to the amount of R3,8m was rolled over from the previous financial year.  

Social Development Committee 
site visit
On 15 May 2017 the Social Development Committee 

of the district municipality conducted a site visit to 
housing and environmental health projects in the district. 

Housing sites visited 

The site visit started in the Phokwane municipal area 
with the housing project in Kingston, Jan Kempdorp. The 
project was identified and prioritised in the integrated 
development plan and the spatial development framework 
of the local municipality. The community in the area is 
very poor and is either unemployed or used as unskilled 
labour on the surrounding farms. The bulk infrastructure, 
for both water and sanitation, is in place to accommodate 
the number of sites in the new township. Currently 294 
from the total of 685 houses are completed. 

The project is behind schedule as the anticipated completion 
date for phase 4 in terms of the approved submission was 
31 March 2016. 

One of the Kingston 685 houses under construction.

The committee looked at the operation of a food premises in 
Barkley West.

The committee also visited the Ikhutseng housing project 
in Warrenton where 1000 houses will be erected. The 
project intends to provide houses to households currently 
living in shacks, mud houses and informal structures. 
The bulk infrastructure, for both water and sanitation, is 
in place to accommodate the number of sites in the new 
township. Currently 532 from the total of 1000 houses are 
completed. The district municipality is however no longer 
involved in this project as the service provider appointed 
by the Department of Cooperative Governanace, Human 
Settlements and Traditional Affairs. Coghsta has taken 
over the role of the municipality.

The Committee then travelled to Barkly West in the 
Dikgatlong municipal area to inspect the Buffer Zone 
project. 

The project was initiated to relocate the Blikkiesdorp 
informal settlement inhabitants. The Blikkiesdorp informal 
settlement situated to the north of the De Beershoogte 
township and comprising of approximately 800 families.  
The settlement was declared a disaster area as it lays in a 
water catchment area which is susceptible to flooding of up 
to 1 metre during heavy rains. The intention was to develop 
220 erven to assist in alleviating the plight of the most 
severe cases and to provide a locale to resettle the informal 
inhabitants of the Blikkiesdorp.  The Municipality in 
conjunction with the Frances Baard District Municipality 
is in process of developing an additional 2000 erven 
towards the eastern side of the town to further alleviate 
the problem. The Dikgatlong Municipality does however 
not have the necessary financial resources to develop the 
area. To date 60 houses were completed and the remaining 
160 are in various stages of construction. Unfortunately 
construction came to an abrupt stop due to a dispute 
between the contractor and the Dikgatlong Municipality.

Environmental health sites visited

The committee also visited a clinic in Ikhutseng, Warrenton. 
The clinic is currently struggling with capacity constraints 
such as not enough nurses and limited medication. On the 
day of the visit the clinic was opened by a temporary sister 
who was called in to help out as the normal staff were 
either off sick or on leave. 

The committee looked at a dumping site off the station area 
in Warrenton that have been seriously vandalised as the 
fence enclosing the site has been completely removed and 
the site invaded by people scrounging for bottles and plastic 
and pigs. A food premises and a burial parlour was visited 
in Barkley West. The committee see first hand the activities 
and health inspections performed by the environmental 
health practitioners. 
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Rental of facilities and 
equipment;  1 227 

260.00  
Interest earned - 

external investments;  5 
262 000.00  

Transfers recognised - 
operational|                                 

118 569 000,00  

Other revenue;  500 
000.00  
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Overview of the FBDM 2017/18 
fiscal year budget
The total revenue budget for the 2017/18 financial year is R125.56m. The operational budget 

is R134.99m. The capital budget for the district municipality is R10.09m.

On 24 May 2017 the district municipality adopted the 
first budget for the new Council that assumed office 

in August 2016. 

In her budget speech the Executive Mayor, Cllr. Buyiswa 
Ximba stated that in 2016 the district municipality adopted 
an annual budget with a deficit due to transfers to the local 
municipalities as support for special projects. She  said 
the municipality at the time had sufficient accumulated 
reserves to supplement the deficit and the funding was for 
capital projects at local municipalities. 

“The situation has however changed with the financial 
position of the municipality declining over the years as 
accumulated reserves were more and more utilised to 
supplement the deficit. The current situation is threatening 
the existence of the municipality in the near future,” she 
said.

She stressed that after careful consideration, the municipality 
was compelled to put cost containment measures in place 
to mitigate the emerging risk of depleting the accumulated 
reserves.

She said that the municipality will be investing more in 
capital expenditures at the local municipalities in the 
district by reducing operating expenditures in areas such as 
advertising; bursaries and training; catering; entertainment; 
resettlement cost; travel and accommodation; outsource 
services; sporting activities and music festivals.

Achievements

Despite the concerning future outlook for the municipality, 
the executive mayor also reflected the 
key achievements of the municipality 
over the past five years.

She highlighted the following, the 
district municipality:
• Received consecutive unqualified 

audits for the past 5 financial years; 
• Provided assistance to 185 families 

over the past 5 years through disaster 
management, amounting to R1,89m 
in monetary value. 

• Trained 180 volunteer fire fighters 
in various disaster management 
competencies. 

“This budget has 
been a product of 

very careful planning 
and forward thinking 
to ensure that we do 
not lose sight of the 
identified five-year 

Integrated Development 
Plan (IDP) priorities.”

• Established three Fire Protection Associations (FPA’s) in 
the district to help with the combatting of veld fires on 
farms. 

• Assisted the completion of 3,366 housing units in 
Dikgatlong, Magareng and Phokwane local municipalities

• Spent ±R117 million on improving water and sanitation 
infrastructure in the local municipalities. A variety of 
refuse trucks, sanitation trucks and other equipment 
were also handed over to municipalities to improve the 
quality of service they render to their communities. a 
programme to. 

• Spent R55,6 million on operation and maintenance 
(O&M) functions in the local municipalities

• Trained 12 SMMEs from Dikgatlong and Sol Plaatje 
through the new venture creation training and business 
management programme. 

• Supported 15 SMMEs in their business ventures by 
providing them with machinery and equipment. 

• Established a district municipal planning tribunal 
as required by he Spatial Planning and Land Use 
Management Act (SPLUMA) of 2013, to assess land 
development and land use applications.

The budget

The largest portion of the budget is allocated to the 
Department Infrastructure Services. Allocations to this 
department amounts to R 21,210 million and is directly 
linked towards the improvement of the quality of life of 
communities in the district. 

A 50% cut was made to the 2017/18 budget for infrastructure 
services, as compared to 2016/17, due 
to the financial constraints experienced 
by the municipality as a result in the 
decrease in cash backed reserves. 
Despite this the municipality still 
managed to allocate funds for capital 
projects in the local municipalities. 
In Windsorton the municipality and 
the Department of Water Affairs is 
co-funding the upgrading of the bulk 
water treatment works a 11km bulk 
water supply pipeline to the Holpan 
community.  The municipality will also 
be completing three roll-over projects 

Operating Transfers and Grants
National Government Grants for 2017/18 
financial year - R104,279
Local Government Equitable Share R8,27m
Levy replacement R104,05m
Finance Management R1,25m
Municipal Systems Improvement R940,000
Expanded Public Works Programme R1,17m
Roads asset management R2,52m
Provincial Government Grants - R1,218m
Housing R800,000
Near Grant R368,000
Fire Fighting Equipment Grant R50,000
Other grant providers – R100, 000
Seta Skills Grant R100,000

pertaining to water supply in Kingston (Phokwane), wtare 
treatment works in Warrenton (Magareng) and water 
reticulation in Windsorton (Dikgatlong). 

For the 2017/18 financial year, the following allocations 
were made in terms of operation and maintenance:
• Sol Plaatje municipality received an allocation of R2,5 

million. This will be used for road and transport (R1,5m) 
and waste water management (R1m). 

• Dikgatlong municipality received an allocation of R2,5 
million. This will be used for water (R1m); planning and 
development (R500,000); road and transport (R300,000) 
and waste water management (R700,000).

• Magareng municipality received an allocation of R2,5 
million. 

• This will be used for water (R1m); planning and 
development (R500,000); road and transport (R200,000) 
and waste water management (R800,000). 

• Phokwane municipality received an allocation of R2,5 
million. This will be used for water (R1m); planning and 
development (R500,000); road and transport (R300,000) 
and waste water management (R700,000). 

Local economic development and tourism received an 
allocation of R 630,000 and R 2,397 million respectively. 
The two departments had to make major cuts on their 
budget due to the municipality’s financial position.

Grants and subsidies remain to be our biggest source of 
income and we are at R 112,318 million for 2017/18 which 
is 89% of the total revenue. This dependency on grants and 
subsidies influences our expenditure. 

Major grant funding received from national 
government:
• Equitable Share: R 112,317m
• Finance Management Grant: R 1,250m
• Rural Asset Management Grant: R2,516m
• EPWP: R 1,168m
• Housing Grant: R 800,000
• Provincial Grant (NEAR Control): R 368,000
• Skills Grant: R 100,000
• SMME Grant: R 50,000

Main categories of expenditure

Main categories of revenue

49% - 66 758 180 

5% - 6 369 050 
0% 2% 3 290 420 0% 

1% - 1 055 210 

11% - 14 281 780 

17% - 22 794 500 

15% - 19 709 
360 

0% Expenditure 

Employee related costs

Remuneration of councillors

Debt impairment

Depreciation & asset impairment

Finance charges

Other materials

Contracted services

Transfers and grants

Other expenditure

Loss on disposal of PPE
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Youth entrepreneurial development 
programme (YEDP) 

Utility vehicles procured to support 
service delivery  

The 2-year YEDP 

programme of the 

district municipality 

for the 2015/16 intern 

intake came to an 

end on 31 May 2017 

with a graduation 

ceremony.

The Frances Baard District 
Municipality (FBDM) 

started this programme with 
the intention to develop 
young, unemployed graduates 
to become entrepreneurs. The 
programme that focused solely on mentoring these young 
people and exposing them to real job circumstances in 
order for them to gain valuable experience. 

The white paper on local government identifies local 
government’s responsibilities with regards to economic 
development, which includes promoting respective 
localities, SMME development and providing skills 
training to entrepreneurs, SMMEs and LED practitioners 
in the municipalities. In line with the white paper on 
local government guidelines, and trying to increase 
capacity of LED practitioners and entrepreneurs the 
district municipality started the Youth entrepreneurial 
development programme initiative.

Addressing the interns during the graduation ceremony 
the executive mayor, Cllr. Buyiswa Ximba said that the 
municipality takes tremendous pride in the programme 
because through it a contribution is made towards 
improving the lives of the youth in the district.

“When this programme kicked off in 2008 the main 
purpose then was to support local municipalities who 
were struggling with recruiting suitably qualified and 
experienced local economic development practitioners. 
It was seen as a means of closing the gap in local 
municipalities by ensuring that we develop the skills 
pool that will enable these municipalities to develop local 
people that will work towards developing and stimulating 
the local economy,” she said. 

The group of 2015/16 is the third intake of interns in the 
programme and graduates of the programme have gone 
on to become valuable contributors in various sectors. Of 
the first intake 73% is employed and 100% of the second 
intake is employed.

Challenges

As with any programme there was also a number of 
challenges. The FBDM wanted to ensure that all local 
municipalities in the district had representation in the 
programme, but it was not always easy to find suitable 
candidates from each area. However, the municipality 
managed to recruit interns that are representative of the 
entire district. There was also challenges with regards to 
finding a training partner for the programme. Initially the 
municipality partnered with UNISA and then SEDA joined 
in with the first intake.

“I want to encourage young 
people in general to focus on 
their education so that they 
realize their dreams. It is a 

very important tool to empower 
yourself.” 

- Executive Mayor, Buyiswa Ximba

The class of 2015/16 with staff members of the LED/Tourism Unit and the Executive Mayor, Cllr. 
Buyiswa Ximba (seated in front, furthest to the right) and the chairperson of the Planning and 
Development Committee, Cllr. Nonyameko Shushu (seated second from right).

Members of the Mayoral Committee of the Frances Baard District Municipality, 
Cllrs. Mokgatlhanyane and Motsamai handed over the keys to the new vehicles to 
the mayor of Dikgatlong Municipality, Cllr Dorothy Mbizeni, assisted by Mr Modise 
Gabanele.

Above: The new vehicles that will be used by the electrical and 
maintenance departments of the Dikgatlong Municipality

The Dikgatlong Municipality 
submitted a request to the district 
municipality for the allocation 
of funds to procure tractors and 
light delivery vehicles. The funds 
were allocated in the 2016/17 
financial year budget of the 
district municipality. 
The municipal area of Dikgatlong stretches 
from Koopmansfontein (90km west of 
Barkley West) to Windsorton (40km 
east of Barkley West) which include 9 
settlements. This makes servicing of the 
area very problematic for the municipality 
because they do not have dependable 
and suitable vehicles to attend to service 
delivery needs. 

Refuse removal

Currently the municipality is providing refuse removal 
services to Windsorton and Delportshoop with old trucks 
which experience many breakdowns due to the age of 
the vehicles. As a result the municipality have backlogs 
of more than 6 months and areas such as Longlands is 
currently not serviced at all. 

Maintenance water and electrical

The electrical technician and water maintenance team of the 
municipality is struggling to perform their duties because 
they do not have dedicated vehicles. The municipality 
cannot provide them with dedicated vehicles due to a 
limited fleet. 

This creates challenges for the municipality as electricity 
and water is a basic service that should be provided to 
the communities and therefore the officials need to react 
immediately when breakdowns and problems occur. 
This severely compromises service delivery and the 
municipality received many complaints.

The tractors will be used to service Windsorton, Delportshoop 
and Longlands to ensure better service delivery in terms 
of refuse removal. The light delivery vehicles will ensure 
that the electrical and water maintenance departments will 
be able to react more speedily to problems with regard to 
water and electricity.  

As part of the assistance to Dikgatlong Municipality the 
district municipality handled the procurement processes, 

which included the research on specifications. Service 
plans for the first year have been included as part of the 
bid. Dikgatlong Municipality must ensure to budget for 
maintenance of the tractors and light delivery vehicles 
thereafter to ensure sustainable service delivery.
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The line-up started on 13 April 2017 with a comedy show 
which featured the likes of Joey Rasdin, Tall as Mo, 

Swag, The Search and local crafters. 

On Friday, 14 April 2017, the line-up included a gospel show 
which was hosted at the newly revamped Kimberley Theater. 
Featured were artists like Dr. Tumi, Khopotso, Spiritual Sweet 
Inspiration and many more. On 15 April 2017 a marathon and 
a health walk was hosted at the Kimberley Golf Club which 
was followed by the youth festival at Black Diamonds Chesa 
Nyama. The main festival took place on Sunday, 16 April 2017 
at the Langley Resort in Riverton. The main festival featured 
national renowned artist such as Idols superstar Amanda 
Black, legendary Tshepo Tshola, Thandiswa Mazwai, Lebo 
Sekgobela, soulful Vusi Nova, another Idols winner Musa, 
Sjava Kagama and local artists like Deekamo, SMS, Dineo. 
The master of ceremonies was also from the local fraternity, 
Mr. Jerry Kale and Ms. Naledi Gaosekwe. They did a sterling 
job assisted by former Generations actor Thami Mngqolo. 

The festival was attended by dignitaries such as Deputy 
Minister of Arts and Culture, Ms. Makhotso Sotyu, the  
District Mayor, Cllr. Buyiswa Ximba, MEC for Agriculture, 
Mr Norman Shushu , MEC Mxolisi Sokatsha, MEC Bongiwe 
Mbinqo-Gigaba and ANC Provincial Secretary Mr. Zamani 
Saul and executives from ABSA and Standard Bank. The 
executive mayor hosted her mayoral committee and other 
stakeholders in the FBDM marquee. 

The FBDM delegation had fruitful engagements and 
networking sessions to bring more activities like the 
Diamonds and Dorings Music Festival to the Province to 
boost the economy through the hospitality and tourism sector, 

Tourism Indaba 2017

arts and culture, transport, local crafters / vendors, and local 
artist and DJ’s also benefited out of this music festival which 
attracted more than 15,000 people from around the country.

The Sol Plaatjie Municipality, the main host of the festival said 
that such events will definitely boost the image of Kimberley 
and the local economy. Mr. Sibisi, one of the organisers said, 
“We would like to grow it to an international stature, and 
involve more of our local artists as they are doing a great job 
for our clientele. However, I’m sure they would also want 
to hear an array of international acts, which is what we are 
looking into for next year.” 

The festival was sponsored by Sol Plaatje Local Municipality, 
the Provincial Department of Sport, Arts and Culture, Frances 
Baard District Municipality, Standard Bank, ABSA, SABC, 
Sowetan, Sunday World, the National Department of Arts and 
Culture and BET Music channel.

The annual music festival hosted at the Langley pleasure resort was again this year 

attended by thousands of people from around the country. This year the festival 

stretched over from a three-day event to a four-day event. 

President Jacob Zuma officially opened the 2017 Tourism 
Indaba on 16 May 2017 with the ringing of the golden 

bell to alert delegates and exhibitors that the Indaba is now 
open for trade. The President was accompanied by Tourism 
Minister Thokozile Xasa, Kwazulu Natal Premier, Willies 
Mchunu, MEC for Economic Development and Tourism 
Sihle Zikalala and eThekwini Mayor Zandile Gumede.

In his opening address President Zuma announced that the 
city of Durban will continue to host the Tourism Indaba 
for the next five years. He said that the Indaba generated 
an amount of R290m within the economy of the country 
annually.

This 2017 Tourism Indaba was attended by approximately 
7,000 delegates from across the globe. The district 
municipality was amongst these delegates accompanied 
by its four local municipalities who showcased tourism 
opportunities within the Frances Baard District. 

An exhibitor on the stand, Ms Lisa van Wyk, lodge assistant 
and field guide at the Mattanu Game Reserve, which is 
situated just outside Barkley West, said that delegates 
from around the world showed keen interest in visiting the 
Mattanu Game Reserve and bringing their clients over to 
visit the district.

Tourism in the province was represented by the 
Department of Finance, Economic Affairs and Tourism 
and the Northern Cape Tourism Authority (NCTA). Ms. 
Kehilwe Motabogi, Assistant Director Communications at 
the Department, explained to some of the people visiting 
the stand the importance of visiting the province and some 
of the tourist attractions and opportunities available in the 
Northern Cape. 

She mentioned attractions such as annual festivals namely 
the Gariep Fees, the Hantam Vleis Fees, Nieuwoudville 
flowers during spring, historical sites and museums such 
as the Colesberg Kemper Museum, the “Matjiehuis” in 
Nama huts, and many more. Of note was the Haksteen 
Pan project where the Bloodhound team aims to break the 
world land speed record. 

During his walkabout through the Indaba, President Jacob 
Zuma stopped to chat with SMME’s. He had a conversation 
with Northern Cape businesswoman, Mpho Cornelius, 
who owns a Spa and Township Café called the Workshop. 
The President said he was intrigued by the business model 
and he would stop in when he next visited the Northern 
Cape Province. Another hidden gem that caught the eye of 
the Minister of Tourism was Northern Cape businessman 

Moses Mahumapelo who owns a restaurant in Galeshewe 
called Fusions. Mr Mahumapelo won the accolade for 
best presentation and received a Samsung Galaxy tablet 
presented to him by the Minister of Tourism, Thokozile 
Xasa. 

This Galeshewe restaurant made national news with its 
tripe “mogodu” pizza and they are currently busy adding the 
mopani worm wrap to the menu. “The reason behind these 
African cuisines is the fact that Kimberley is a city of many 
firsts, even though the mopani worm is not indigenous to 
the Northern Cape”, explained Mr. Mahumapelo. Northern 
Cape Tourism stand also won the best stand award for 
2017.  

The FBDM again took part in the 2017 Tourism Indaba which was held in Durban, 

Kwazulu Natal. The premier tourism trade show was hosted at the Inkosi Albert Luthuli 

International Convention Centre from 16 - 18 May 2017.

The President of 
South Africa, Mr 
Jacob Zuma, cutting 
the ribbon to officially 
open the 2017  
Tourism Indaba, 
assisted by Minister of 
Tourism, Ms Tokozile 
Xasa 

Above: Mr Nico de Wet was one of the winners of the Northern 
Cape Tourism Authority lucky draw. Here he is receiving his prize 
from one of the officials, Mr George Mosimane. 

The Executive Mayor, Buyiswa Ximba with the Deputy 
Minister of Arts and Culture, Makhotso Sotyu.

17th Annual Diamonds & 
Dorings Music Festival
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Editorial Note
In this issue our centre spread was used 
to introduce the budget for the 2017/18 
financial year. As in previous years the 
budget of the district municipality is used 
to build capacity at the local municipalities 
and not to provide direct services. 

We also featured a piece on the YEDP 
programme and we want to congratulate 
the graduates of the class of 2015/16 
and wish them well in their futures going 
forward, we know that they will make us 
proud!

The site visit conducted by the social 
development committee is one of the 
ways that the new councillors have been 
using to get to know the operations of 
the municipality. The visit gave them 
a first-hand view of what is happening 
inside projects, the challenges and 
achievements of the fieldworkers. It gave 
them an opportunity to appreciate and 
understand what it entails to ensure that 
services are provided to the community. 
Through such activities we can only work 
better to ensure we achieve our goals. 

We also profiled the 2017 Tourism 
Indaba and are glad to report that this 
year not only the district but also the 
Northern Cape received many accolades 
and sparked fresh interest in the region 
from the tourism industry.

We always welcome inputs on the 
articles we feature in this publication and 
we want to urge you to contact us should 
you have any questions. We hope you 
enjoyed the read and we look forward to 
hearing from you.

Gerline Roman
Editor

NATIONAL HEADLINES

CONTACT DETAILS

Frances Baard District Municipality
51 Drakensberg Avenue, Carters Glen

Private Bag X6088
KIMBERLEY, 8300/1
Tel.: 053 - 838 0911
Fax: 053 - 861 1538

E-mail: gerline.roman@fbdm.co.za

Government condemns violence against 
women and children 

Contributors to the newsletter content:
Desmond Makaleni, Saligh Suliman, Kenneth Lucas, Jan van Zyl, MaryAnn Peters, Freddy Netshivhodza, 
Thapelo Plaatje O Nkala, Clarissa Somers. 

Sources: GCIS, Communications Directorate, Department Social Services 

In a media statement issued by 
Government Communications (GCIS) 
on 24 March 2017, Minister of 
Communications, Faith Muthambi, 
condemns the violence against women 
as reported in the media. 

“Society should strengthen the role 
men must play in realizing the change 
we want to see in our communities. 
With our support, men can put an end 
to abuse, assault, rape and domestic 
violence against women and children,” 
she said.

In May 2017 the Minister in the 
Presidency responsible for Women, 
Susan Shabangu on a talkshow with 
Radio 702 said that patriarchy is a major 
underlying factor towards violence 
against women and children in the 
country. She said men needed to be part 
of the solution in changing attitudes 
around how they should treat women, 
saying gender-based violence should be 
fought daily.

These responses from the ministers 
came at a time when media reports 
flooded our television and newspapers 
of women and children who have been 
abused and killed by men close to them.

It is therefore important that we as 
community members support each other 
and be vigilant of what is happening 
around us. It is upon all of us to help 
keep our women and children safe. 

How can you help as a parent, 
neighbour and community member? 

• Educate and empower children on 
their rights and responsibilities. 

• Children should be protected and 
supervised at all times. 

• Monitor the change in your child’s 

behaviour, does the child become 
obessed with themselves. 

• Does the child spend time away from 
home or school. 

• Does your child have monies not 
accounted for. 

• Does your child come home with new 
clothes and gifts. 

• Is you child on the phone on private 
conversations. 

• Watch an adult grooming or 
unnecessarily befriending a child. 

• The child keeping adult company. 

Protection and safety tips: 

• Have an open relationship with your 
parents. 

• Do not trust people who promise you a 
better lifestyle, job and luxuries. 

• Do not be pressured by peers. 
• Do not be pressured by anybody to 

do things that you are uncomfortable 
with. 

• Do not accept free rides in taxi’s or 
other forms of transport. 

• Do not stay out late, without informing 
your parents of your whereabouts. 

• Choose your friends and company 
wisely. 

• Always be confident of yourself and 
what you do or what decision you 
make. 

• Try not to walk alone, or in fields, 
isolated areas, in the dark or dark areas 
or at night. 

Who do you report to? 

• Report to the SAPS. 
• Children talk to your parents or 

teachers, doctor or a relative. 
• Go to a social worker at any 

organisation. 

CHILDLINE SA 0800 05 55 55


