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Greetings to you, all the lovely residents of
the beautiful Frances Baard district. This
quarter marks one the best highlights of my
tenure as both a councillor and Executive
Mayor in the district municipality. What
makes this quarter to stand out is the
fact that we concluded one of the most
fulfilling projects we have ever undertaken
as a municipality, the Koopmansfontein
township establishment project.
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The late eighties saw a massive disinvestment
in railway as a means of transport in South
Africa. This resulted in many “railway
station towns” such as Koopmansfontein
turning into ghost towns, forcing its people to
migrate to neighbouring towns and cities due
to economic pressure. Instead of allowing
Koopmansfontein to suffer the same fate as
other former “railway station towns”, the
Frances Baard District Municipality took it
upon itself to revitalise Koopmansfontein
and turn it into a formal township, leveraging
on the economic “spill-over” effects of the
R31 road passing through the area.
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our district can indeed
say theirs is a better
area to live in than
it was 20 years ago.
On 7 May 2014, the
people of this district,
together with all
South Africans, went
to the polls to elect the The Executive Mayor
Ms Khadi Moloi
5th
democratically
elected national and
provincial governments. The elections went
ahead without any reported incidents of crime
related to the elections in our district. For that
I would like to thank all political parties that
participated, as well as the SAPS, IEC and all
other stakeholders for their effort in ensuring
peaceful elections.
On 16 June 2014 our district hosted the
national Youth Day celebrations to mark the
38th anniversary of the 1976 Soweto uprising.
The event was a success and was honoured by
the presence of the Deputy President of the
country, the Honourable Cyril Ramaphosa,
proving once more that ours is a district of
successes.

The residents at Koopmansfontein receive the title deeds to their houses after years of delays and
challenges with the transfers.
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From the Municipal
Manager’s Desk

T

he third and fourth quarter of any
financial year represent two of the
busiest quarters in our municipality.
This is the period when we take stock
of all the projects we have identified
for the financial year to determine
progress and to take corrective steps
to fast track those that are lagging
behind. It is during this period when
the Council adopts and publishes
the municipality’s annual report for
the previous financial year, as is
legislatively required. We also review
our IDP, adopt the municipality’s fiveyear strategic plan and draft the budget
for the following financial year.
It gives me great pleasure to highlight
that the Frances Baard District
Municipality has fulfilled all its
legislative mandates as far the above
processes be concerned. We have
adopted and published the annual
report for 2012/13 before 31 March
2014 the IDP has been reviewed and
adopted by the Council before 31 May
2014. After painstakingly following
the municipality’s budget process
plan the Council finally approved the
budget for the 2014/15 financial year.
I wish to thank all officials and the
Council for the hard work we have put
into achieving all of this.
In as far as fast tracking the projects
for the 2013/14 is concerned we
have managed to successfully
complete most of the projects we
had planned to implement in our
local municipalities for this financial
year. The municipality has purchased
and delivered two sanitation trucks
for Phokwane local municipality,
completed the electrification of
35 households in Bonita Park and
completed a successful hydrological
study in Ganspan with a view to
upgrading the bulk water storage and
establishing a groundwater scheme in
order to address the water shortages
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in that area. The Frances Baard
District Municipality has procured
and delivered a refuse truck for the
Dikgatlong Local Municipality and
started the process of developing
a spatial development framework
(SDF).
The municipality hosted a very
successful air quality workshop in
an effort to contribute towards the
improvement of air and atmospheric
quality in the district, the event was
attended by experts from across the
country, they spent two days sharing
best practices and discussing latest
trends in the environmental health
fraternity. The FBDM took part in
the 36th annual international tourism
indaba held at the ICC in Durban, we
procured a stand and used it to display
and profile the district’s tourism
offerings to potential national and
international clients.
In the 2014/15 financial year, the
municipality has allocated an amount
of R20 million for capital projects
at our local municipalities and an
additional R10 million for operations
and maintenance.
We view communicating with our
communities, in whatever form, as an
important element of good governance
and one of the most critical principles
of ‘batho pele’. That is why we take
time to put together this newsletter
to communicate our activities in the
municipality.
I hope you enjoy reading this edition
of our newsletter.

Municipal Manager
Ms Mamikie Bogatsu
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Koopman
receives
On 2 May 2014 the district
municipality
handed
over title deeds to the
37 households living at
Koopmansfontein.
The
hand-over concluded a
process which had lasted
almost 10 years.
The
process
to
purchase
Koopmansfontein from Transnet
started back in 2002 when the
district municipality first engaged the
company. It lead to a long drawn out
negotiations with many challenges.
The district municipality felt that
the households at Koopmansfontein
needed to be provided with basic
services. Koopmansfontein fell under
the direct jurisdiction of the district
municipality and the municipality
made it an objective to ensure that the
living conditions of these families be
improved.
The
process
of
acquiring
Koopmansfontein kicked off when
a social compact agreement was
signed between Transnet Housing
the district municipality and the
Koopmansfontein Transnet Housing
tenants. The following year a sale
agreement was signed between the
district municipality and Transnet.
The sale agreement came with many
issues that had to be completed before
the land could be registered in the
name of the municipality.
This included ministerial approval
for the sale, which was only finalised
in the 2004/2005 financial year.
The transfer of the lease agreement
of tenants had to be finalised and
this included consultation with the
tenants by Transnet and the district
municipality.

nsfontein community
long awaited title deeds
Transnet also made the commitment to write
off all arrears subject to the termination of the
lease agreements.
In 2007, Transnet finally informed the district
municipality that all documents for the transfer
of the Koopmansfontein Township had been
signed and was ready to be sent to the attorneys
for registration. Unfortunately this was not
the end of the process as the notification came
with more conditions before registration could
be completed. The district municipality had to
ensure the following:
• A fence had to be erected on the surveyed
boundaries to prevent crossing of the railway
lines and for the safety of the residents;
• All necessary servitudes had to be registered
such as the road through the disposed
Mrs Elizabeth Leeuw, an elderly resident who was too frail to attend the hand over
property to the buildings and service road
ceremony was visited by the executive mayor, Ms Khadi Moloi (right), the speaker
against the railway line and the entire
,Mr Brummer Maribe and the chairperson of the Finance Committee, Mr Willie
Johnson (far left).
underground infrastructure, which included
certain electrical, water and sewer servitudes
registration; and
submitted a business plan to the then Department of Arts
• A new access road had to be constructed in front of the and Culture.
houses adjacent to the railway lines
Other projects implemented in Koopmansfontein and the
Another condition was that an approved township layout
plan had to be developed. This delayed the transfer of the
land even further. It also had an impact on the erection of
the fence as the boundaries had to be identified through
the layout plan. This led to the process being delayed yet
again.
The Surveyor-General finally surveyed the area in 2011
and approved the cadastral drawings. Attorneys were
finally appointed and the transfer process commenced.
The district municipality also acquired land adjacent to the
residential area from a neighbouring farmer. The idea was
to develop a cemetery for the community. This was a long
drawn out process as well but in 2004, the municipality
purchased the 24ha adjacent to the houses. Immediately
the process was started to have 1ha of the land rezoned
and subdivided for the establishment of a cemetery for
the community. In 2006, the cemetary, along with a small
community hall, was unveiled.

DMA included:
• The collection, removal and disposal of domestic
refuse in Koopmansfontein, from 01 August 2010 till
30 June 2011.
• Renovation of houses in Koopmansfontein.
• Construction of the access gravel road at
Koopmansfontein 350m x 6m wide.
• Eight female persons who are members of the
Koopmansfontein Cooperative - training in bead and
sewing work.
• Farm dwellers sanitation programme in the DMA – to
provide farm dweller households within the FB district
with access to basic sanitation facilities – prefabricated
UDS system – 118 Amalooloo UDS toilets constructed
on 30 farms.

The district municipality also helped the women to
establish the Koopmansfontein Arts & Craft Cooperative
and 13 women were trained to do beadwork, financial
management and marketing. The women were paid a
stipend of R800 per month and the district municipality
Re bua mmogo - We talk together
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2014/15 financial year
budget
Total budget: R 137,97m
Operational budget: R 132,63m
Capital budget: R 5,34m
The largest portion of the budget is allocated to Planning
& Development and Infrastructure Services. Allocations
to these projects amounts to R 41,26m and is directly
linked towards the improvement of the quality of life of
communities in the district.
The main infrastructure and social needs related special
projects expenditure are as follows:
• Infrastructure			
R 30,01m
• Planning and development		
R 2,96m
• LED				
R 2,48m
• Tourism				
R 2,17m
• Disaster Management		
R 475k
• Environmental Health 		
R 758k
• MSIG Projects			
R 934k
Grants and subsidies remain to be our biggest source of
income and we are at R 101,37m for 2014/2015. This
dependency on grants and subsidies influences our
expenditure.

The district municipality remains committed to supporting
and building the capacity of its local municipalities within
the district to perform their functions and exercise their
powers meaningfully.
It is imperative to transform the local municipalities to
such an extent that they become self-sufficient, responsive,
developmental in nature and above all financially
sustainable.
In her budget speech on 28 May 2014 the Executive Mayor,
Ms Khadi Moloi said, “This budget has been a product of
very careful planning and forward thinking to ensure that
we do not lose sight of the identified five year Integrated
Development Plan (IDP) priorities. The Municipal Systems
Act requires us to ensure financially and economically
viable municipalities and essentially this is guided by the
IDP, which is our principal strategic planning instrument.

The major revenue streams that supported the
programmes and activities of the district municipality
were:
• Government Grants and Subsidies
• Interest Earned – External Investments
• Rental of Facilities and other income
• Gains on disposal of property, plant and equipment
The major grant funding that the district municipality is
receiving from national government is as follows:
• Local Government Equitable Share: R 9,97m
• Councillor Remuneration: R 4,68m
• Levy Replacement is R 82,78m
• Finance Management: R1,25m
• Municipal Systems Improvement: R 934k
Main resources of revenue
The main sources of revenue (93%) are received by way
of annual allocations in terms of the Division of Revenue
Act (DoRA) and / or whereby services are rendered.

In the 2014/15 financial year an amount of R20m will also
be allocated to the local municipalities for capital projects.”
The district municipality manages to maintain focus on key
service delivery areas in supporting the local municipalities
in the district area by spending almost 35% of its total
operating expenditure on infrastructure, maintenance and
social related projects.
The implementation of infrastructure and other related
projects in the current financial year reflects fairly good as
most of the projects have been completed timeously with
the exception of a few projects to be completed early in the
new financial year.

“We have remained consistent with the allocation to local
municipalities which is approximately R10m to operation
and maintenance annually.
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Groundwater source found for
Ganspan
F

rances Baard District Municipality counter funded the
Phokwane Municipality to conduct a hydrogeological
study for the upgrading of groundwater scheme.
The upgrade of bulk water storage and establishment of the
groundwater scheme as a source in Ganspan will address
current water supply problems and low pressure from the
system. The envisaged upgrade entails the construction of
new bulk lines from the boreholes, electricity overhead
line, elevated storage tank and associated pump station as
well as the pipeline.
The hydrogeological study which was conducted by
Hydro-Enviro Technology provided information which
was substantial and critical to consider for the sustainability
of water supply in Ganspan. The municipality had the
following questions why a hydrogeological study had to
be commissioned before any development:
• What is the current water situation?
• What is the future need for water use?
• What are the best possible management options?

sources and conducting the additional fieldwork needed to
understand the location. The fieldwork might consist of test
drilling to log the geology, well construction and pumping
tests to determine hydrologic performance, running
geophysics to refine or confirm geologic information, and
water sampling for water quality analyses.

New elevated tower and the new pump station.

The pumping test was used to determine the sustainable
yield of the borehole and hydraulic properties (e.g.
transmissivity, hydraulic conductivity and storativity).
It was also necessary to identify boundaries that could have
an effect on the long term sustainable yield of the borehole
and or aquifer.
Water samples were collected from selected boreholes,
two reservoirs and taps. Sample collection bottles were
separated for either chemical or microbial analyses. The
study found that there was enough resource, which that if
managed well can supply Ganspan for the next 15 – 20
years.
The recommendations for the development of the
groundwater resource scheme were implemented and the
project has been a success. With funds from MIG and
FBDM, the Phokwane Municipality was able to develop
the groundwater source and increase the storage capacity
of Ganspan.

New electrical connections and new boreholes in the old borehole system.

What is a hydrogeologic investigation?
It is a study of the subsurface hydrologic and geologic
conditions in an area or location. Data are collected
about the type and thickness of geologic materials, the
occurrence of ground water, how it flows in pore spaces
and/or fractures, as well as the quality of the ground water,
and what can be expected at wells.
These studies are typically conducted by researching
available published data from government and private

New borehole - lockable protection.
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Tourism Indaba 2014
“Indaba is one of the largest tourism marketing events on the African
calendar and one of the top three ‘must visit’ events of its kind on the global
calendar. Here the widest variety of Southern Africa’s best tourism products
is showcased and it attracts international visitors from across the world.”

T

he tourism indaba this year was an exciting event for
the Frances Baard District Municipality as it was the
first time that the district had a stand completely separate
from the Northern Cape Tourism Authority (NCTA).

explain where the places are that was branded under the
municipal names before you actually came to marketing
the attractions themselves,” said Mr Basil Louw, LED
Manager for the Frances Baard District Municipality.

This year marked the 36th annual indaba hosted by
Durban. At the opening of Indaba 2014 the former Minister
of Tourism, Mr Marthinus van Schalkwyk said that
this year’s event had been hailed as a truly Pan-African
Indaba and highlighted the role that a Pan-African Indaba
would play in driving Africa’s tourism sector forward.

According to Ms Joh-ne Poole, Snr Tourism Officer,
people who visited the stand were not that familiar with the
Frances Baard District but once one mentioned Kimberley
and the Big Hole they immediately recognised the area.

Expectations and observations

A visitor to the stand, Ms Tania Saunders, said that she
actually had no idea which area was being promoted
until she was told that it was the Diamond Fields
and Kimberley. She turned out to be an old citizen of
Kimberley who had attended Kimberley Girls High.

The expectation for the district municipality was to market
the district and its products under the new branding
“home of the diamond fields”, and to
get a feeling of how wellknown the “The reason I keep coming
brand was. An assessment was also back here, and the reason I
done to gauge how visitor-friendly think that the world should
people perceived the brand to be. visit South Africa, is that
we can all sit here and have
The general observation was that there
a frank and honest debate
was not a clear understanding of what
about the state of your
the Frances Baard District Municipality
tourism industry, as well as
name and the other local municipality
about the hard issues facing
names represented. Tourists were
Africa.” - Richard Quest
more familiar with the town names
(acclaimed journalist and
and the tourism attractions such as
CNN International anchor
the Big Hole and all other places
of Quest Means Business.
of interest. “It took a long time to

Page 6

Re bua mmogo - We talk together

These observations strengthens the
decision of the municipality to use this
platform to show what the district has
to offer in terms of tourism attractions,
and to do that by creating a separate
stand from the NCTA stand. It was felt
that by creating an opportunity for the
area to market itself it would bring the
gems of the Diamond Fields to the fore.
The municipality saw it as not only an
opportunity to display the potential of the
district on an international platform but
also to keep abreast with global trends and
new developments in the tourism industry.

There was lucky draws every day and winners received packages with local produce from the Vaalharts Valley.

Indaba in pictures
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New refuse truck improves
service delivery
D

ikgatlong Municipality experienced many challenges
with the removal of refuse from residences and places
of business in the municipal area.
To make matters worse the municipality is responsible for
refuse services in Koopmansfontein, approximately 90km
to the west as well as Windsorton 40km to the east of
Barkly West. The area includes nine settlements.

On 02 May 2014 the executive mayor of the district
municipality, Ms Khadi Moloi, handed over the truck
to Mr Willie Mogongwa the mayor of the Dikgatlong
Municipality.
The route of the truck will accommodate the town of Barkly
West and Longlands to ensure better service delivery in
terms of refuse removal.

The municipality was servicing the town of Barkly
West with only one old truck which experienced many
breakdowns due to age. The municipality had a backlog of
approximately six months.

“As Frances Baard District Municipality we are committed
to assist and support our locals as far as possible to give the
best services to communities in realizing our dream of a
better life for all,” she said.

Windsorton is serviced with a tractor, Delportshoop also
made use of an old truck which was just as unreliable as the
one used in Barkly West. The settlement at Longlands was
not serviced at all. This situation severely compromised
service delivery and the municipality received many
complaints.

The truck is a 12.5 ton Mercedes truck with a 21m³ rear
loading packer for refuse. The truck accommodates a
closed cab for an assistant to sit in when it rains.

When the Dikgatlong Municipality requested assistance
from the district municipality to acquire a refuse truck, the
latter handled the procurement processes, which included
the research on specifications.
The specifications included a maintenance and service
plan for the trucks for at least the first year. The Dikgatlong
Municipality will include in its budget maintenance of the
truck thereafter to ensure sustainable service delivery.

The executive mayor of the FBDM, Ms Khadi Moloi hands over the keys
to the new refuse truck to the mayor of Dikgatlong Municipality, Mr Willie
Mogongwa.
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The district municipality have allocated funds in the
2014/2015 financial year for the procurement of additional
vehicles for the Dikgatlong Municipality to help strengthen
service delivery in this area.
These vehicles include a cherry picker to assist with
electrical maintenance that will cut down on the
occurrence and duration of power outages. It also includes
the procurement of a TLB for water and road maintenance
to assist with burst pipes and the re-gravelling of roads and
a sanitation truck for Stilwater and Windsorton.

The executive mayor of the FBDM and several councillors and officials
watch as the mayor of the Dikgatlong Municipality hands over the keys to
the driver of the new refuse truck, Mr Daniel Mkhari.
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Repair and resealing of streets
in Warrenton
his project, the ward programme system, started in 2012
when the technical unit of the Magareng Municipality
implemented the first phase.

T

•

The project was implemented to repair and beautify the
streets in the Warrenton central business district (CBD),
create employment and transfer skills.

The five contractors that were appointed were each required
to bring four of their own staff members. The municipality
supplied each of the contractors with five workers that
were involved in the first phase of the ward programme to
assist in transferring skills and knowledge.

The streets in the CBD were in a bad state and necessitated
the urgent repair and maintenance to improve road
conditions. In phase 2 the focus has shifted to the repair
and resealing of streets in the Warrenton station area.
During phase 1, approximately 25 casual workers were
hired and under the supervision of the municipality’s roads
superintendent they implemented and completed this
phase.
The second phase aimed at creating more jobs, empowering
local contractors and skills transfer through maintaining
the streets of the station area.

Bid evaluation and adjudication committee meetings
were held and the top five successful contractors were
appointed.

The total number of people employed on the project came
to 50 inclusive of contractors. The municipality appointed
an experienced roads supervisor to ensure that the project
runs smoothly.
About 57% of the budget for the project has been provided
by the district municipality with the rest funded by EPWP.
The project is about 80% complete and is still on schedule.

In order for the municipality of achieve the set goals, the
following was done:
• A workshop was conducted and contractors were
briefed on the ward programme;
• Bid documents for labour only were issued to
contractors;
• The municipality supplied the materials and tools
required to execute the project;

photo

Slurry mixed onsite.
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Completed slurry seal
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Improving air and atmospheric
quality
“Many challenges in air quality management still exist and the Frances
Baard District is not exempted from that.”

O

n 21 May 2014, the district municipality convened
an air quality management workshop to inform the
communities, stakeholders and industry of the best possible
ways to address these challenges. The workshop was also
designed to inform industry on the latest compliance
requirements of existing legislation, policies, strategies
and programmes.

were informed on the various legislative tools to roll out and
monitor the implementation of the National Environmental
Management: Air Quality Act.
Industry representatives were informed on the National
Ambient Air Quality Standards and listed activities as well
as the Minimum Emission Standards. Several of these tools
are currently under review to build momentum around the
on-going implementation of the Air Quality Act.

The workshop also focused on the effects of air pollutants
on human health and what had to be done to minimise the
Rationale for the Air Quality Workshop
impact thereof. Industries were given the opportunity to
The rationale for hosting the Air Quality Workshops relates
share on best practice experiences they
to the recognition of the growing severity of
have implemented to reduce emissions. The
It
is
the
Constitutional
air pollution caused by domestic, industrial,
National Department of Environmental
of
all
South agricultural and mining operations in South
Affairs informed the industry on how right
Africans to air that is not Africa, as well as due to the internal desire
to load information on the National
harmful to their health
of FBDM to ensure that all is being done to
Atmospheric Emissions Inventory System and
well-being.
The
(NAEIS), which is an online national National Environmental certify that environmental considerations
platform.
Management: Air Quality are being addressed within the district.
Focus areas
The main focus of the workshop was
to interact with the public, industry
and affected and interested parties and
stakeholders to outline how FBDM will
give effect to its Air Quality Management
Plan.
The workshop was also used for
coordination and capacity building in the
field of air quality management. Attendees
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Act
(NEMAQA),
2004
(Act No. 39 of 2004) was
implemented with its main
objective the protection
of
the
environment
and human health, in a
sustainable (economic,
social and ecological)
development framework,
through
reasonable
measures of air pollution
control.

Re bua mmogo - We talk together

The municipality hoped to sensitise
the industry and stakeholders about the
protection of the environment and human
health. The workshop allowed the public,
industry and stakeholders to gain more
information on air quality management
issues. These interactions were considered
important to inform industry of the
legislative and licensing requirements.

13th Diamonds & Dorings
Music Festival

The Diamonds and Dorings Music Festival was first held in 2001 and now in
its 13th year running the festival has become synonymous with Kimberley’s
Easter weekend itinerary.

T

his year the festival not only attracted local crowds,
but also proved to be a crowd puller of music lover’s
from all corners of South Africa.
The festival, hosted by the Sol Plaatje Local Municipality,
attracted more than 20,000 people and served as a catalyst
for economic development and tourism in the District.
This year’s festival kicked off on 17 April 2014 with
a comedy show at the Mittah Seperepere Convention
Centre, a marathon for the fit on the 18th also starting at
the Mittah Seperepere Convention Centre, and a golf day
at the Kimberley Golf Club on the 19th. This was followed
by a music festival at Langley Resort, and wrapped up on
Sunday the 20th with the main concert also held at Langley
Resort.
The Executive Mayor of FBDM, Ms Khadi Moloi said,
“This weekend saw music lovers from all walks of life
coming to the Diamond City. This event has become the
biggest on our social calendars within the district and
South Africa as a whole. It befits the 20 years of freedom
celebrations, and I want to thank the law enforcement
agencies, the organiser’s, sponsors and the Sol Plaatje
Municipality for a job well done.”
One of the organisers, Somandla Sibisi, said, “The
attendance was overwhelming and we would like to thank
the people of the Northern Cape for their support. We
would like to grow this festival into an international stature

without side lining our local artists, as they are doing a
great job for our Clientele. However, I’m sure that the fans
would want to see an array of international acts, which is
what we are looking into doing next year.”
According to the Executive Mayor of the Sol Plaatje Local
Municipality, Mr David Molusi, there are quite a lot of
things in the broad strategy of the municipality with regard
to the development of the city. “We have seen a lot of
support from our sponsors and as a result we have really
been marketing this Diamonds and Dorings programme
to the entire South Africa,” he said. He also expressed
his gratitude towards the people of Kimberley and South
Africa for supporting this annual event and for being on
their best behaviour.

Festivalgoers cued for more than a
kilometre and more than two hours
just to get into the festival terrain
on the Saturday and Sunday of the
event.
This year’s line-up included Vusi Mahlasela, The Soil,
Caiphus Semenya, Letta Mbuli and Bongo Muffin. The
festival also featured local talents Mbuli and the Band,
Rumours of War, Dikamo, Pixley Jazz Band and Neo and
Friends.
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NATIONAL HEADLINES

First MeerKAT antenna and high-tech
data centre launched in the Karoo
he first of 64 antennas that will
make up South Africa’s new
radio telescope - MeerKAT - was
officially launched on 27 March
2014 by South Africa’s Minister
of Science and Technology, Mr
Derek Hanekom. The Minister also
opened the specialised MeerKAT
Karoo Array Processor Building the cutting edge data centre for the
MeerKAT telescope that has been
built in an underground bunker at the
Karoo observatory site.

T

“The launch of the first MeerKAT
antenna signifies South Africa’s
ardent commitment to the MeerKAT
project and the broader SKA project.
It further typifies the excellent
engineering and technical capabilities
in South Africa that have enabled us
to deliver a project of this magnitude
within projected timeframes and
budget allocations,” said Minister
Hanekom. He added that the launch
of the processor building and the
associated design and development
activities undertaken mark South
Africa’s readiness to embark on a big
data programme at national level.
MeerKAT is one of the precursors
to the Square Kilometre Array
(SKA) telescope, and will later be
incorporated into the mid-frequency
component of SKA Phase 1 when
that instrument is being constructed.
The SKA will be the world’s
largest radio telescope, located in
Australia and Africa, but shared
by astronomers around the globe.
SKA SA engineers and contracted
manufacturing companies will now
continue to produce the massive,

high-precision components of the
remaining MeerKAT antennas, and
install the antennas in the Karoo,
according to a tight timeline. By the
end of 2014, the first four receptors
will be standing in the Karoo. All 64
receptors will be installed by the end
of 2016, with final commissioning
being completed in 2017.

In this issue, one of the articles that would
have grabbed the readers’ attention has
to be the one on the Koopmansfontein
community who have finally become
home owners after so many years.

At least 75% of the components
making up the MeerKAT antennas
will be manufactured in South
Africa, but several industries in
SKA Organisation partner countries
around the world are also making
crucial contributions. The global
technologies collaborations bring
cutting-edge know-how and many
years of antenna experience to the
MeerKAT project, and are designed to
transfer expertise to the South African
industry partners. For example, the
first set of reflector panels, as well
as the first receiver indexer and subreflector were manufactured abroad,
but the remainder of these will be
made locally.

We have reached the end of another fiscal
year and it was appropriate and important
that we share with our communities the
plans and budget allocations for the
2014/2015 financial.

The SKA project is an international
effort to build the world’s largest
radio telescope, with a square
kilometre (one million square metres)
of collecting area.
Deploying thousands of radio
telescopes,
in
three
unique
configurations, it will enable
astronomers to monitor the sky in
unprecedented detail and survey
the entire sky thousands of times
faster than any system currently in
existence. The SKA telescope will be
co-located in Africa and in Australia.
Source: SKA Africa

Contributors to the newsletter content:
Richard Sengani, Clarissa Somers, Mbulelo Duba, Kenneth Lucas, Jan van Zyl, Sanele
Nkumbi, Basil Louw, Joh-ne Poole, Mary-Anne Snyders, Leslie Mokoena, Mosimanegape
Macomo, Tshepo Banga
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Editorial Note
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It is inspiring when you think about their
trials and tribulations, situated so far from
an established town. It was a challenge
for the district municipality to ensure that
these families receive basic amenities
such as running water and electricity.

What is important to note is that the
district municipality remains focused on
supporting the local municipalities in its
area of jurisdiction to ensure that their
efforts to deliver services to communities
are strengthened.
Having attended the tourism indaba this
year, it was a revelation to note that what
our district has to offer the tourist in terms
of attractions is truly unique. After all,
people are drawn to all things unique!
We hope you enjoyed the read and we
look forward to hearing from you. Any
comments or suggestions on the content
of this newsletter are welcome.
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