Official Newsletter for FBDM • Issue 31
Look us up on:

Message from the Executive Mayor

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Foreword by the
Executive Mayor

1

From the Municipal
Manager’s Desk

2

FBDM one of the first to
hand over records to
Provincial Archive

2

Celebrating Mandela Day
2015

4

Mid-year progress on
project implementation
for 2015/16

4

Tourism schools business
6
plan competition 2015
Air quality management in
8
the district
SPLUMA implementation

9

Decleration of drought
disaster in the district

11

Student financial aid
opportunities for district
residents

12

We have reached the end of yet another year.
It is at this time that we reflect on all that
we have achieved, both good and bad. We
analyse our performance and we make plans
to improve on those areas that was not so
good.
The holidays is a time for giving, a time to
be thankful for what you have and to give
support to those who are less fortunate.
It is my wish that we each reach out a helping
hand to our fellow man, especially to those
who will be facing another festive season
with nothing but the clothes on their backs
and not knowing where the next meal will
come from.
We hope the Grade 12’s in our district will
take full advantage of the executive mayor’s
bursary scheme and apply so that they can
study further next year.
It has been a privilege for me to be surrounded
by so many good men and women, both in
the council and the administration. Men
and women who are dedicated and goal-

driven and really
focused on serving the
community.
As we get ready to
enjoy the festivities
let us open our hearts
to the needy and give
thanks that we are
part of this beautiful The Executive Mayor
Ms Khadi Moloi
district. Those who
will be leaving to
enjoy the holidays outside of our borders,
please drive safely.
To our visitors who will be coming to our
district, take care as you travel through the
district and experience the rich and unique
culture of the area.
On behalf of the Frances Baard District
Municipality, I wish to extend our best wishes
to everyone. Let’s all spend the holiday period
responsibly and in the spirit of goodwill.
Until we meet again in 2016, Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
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From the Municipal Manager’s
Desk
We are nearing the end of the calendar year 2015 and festive
season is indeed upon us. The period also marks mid-term
for us and we are busy with assessment of our budget and
performance for the current financial year, in preparation of
tabling both the adjustment budget and mid-term performance
review to Council in January 2016.
Satisfactory progress has been made in terms of rolling
out of projects for 2015/16. The first quarter institutional
performance review indicates that we have achieved only
55% of all our targets for the first quarter. This period is mostly
a planning phase but we are set to report 87% performance in
the second quarter. All hands are on deck in ensuring that we
achieve all our performance objectives at financial year end.
We are preparing ourselves to implement the municipal
standard chart of accounts (mSCOA) by 01 July 2017 as
required by the national treasury. We are working tirelessly,
with the assistance of both the provincial and national
treasuries, to ensure a seamless transition to a new financial
system. We are also establishing internal structures to
ensure that all of us are coping with the challenges, risks
and developments of migrating to a new system without
compromising our operational data and that we are able to
operate without interruptions.

We wish to thank everyone for their
cooperation in ensuring a smooth and
Municipal Manager
speedy external audit process. When
Ms Mamikie Bogatsu
the Auditor–General started the
audit process around August 2015,
we were positive and confident that the AG’s report about
the municipality will be a good one and for that I want to
thank all officials for their dedication and hard work during
the 2014/15 financial year. Team Frances Baard once more
achieved an unqualified audit with no emphasis of matter
(clean audit).
We are forever grateful to our Council, and its committees for
their dedication in playing their oversight and leadership role
over us. Special appreciation is to the executive management
and the audit committee for dedication and hardwork in
ensuring that we sustain the audit results from the previous
year.
I want to take this opportunity to wish all councillors, officials,
their families and the Frances Baard district community a
Merry Christmas and a prosperous 2016. I pray for God’s
protection to all those who will be travelling during this
season.
Until we meet in 2016, I thank you and may God bless you.

FBDM one of first to hand over
records to Provincial Archives
On 01 October 2015 the district municipality became
one of the first government institutions to hand over
its archive records to the Khotso Flatela Archives
Repository in Kimberley. The municipality shared this
historic moment with the Northern Cape Legislature
when it handed over records dating from 1961 to 1995.
In her speech during the hand over of the records
the municipal manager of Frances Baard District
Municipality, Ms Mamikie Bogatsu said, “All these
records are of great meaning to our past, present and to
the future of our district and Province.”
“The records that were transferred to the archive
consisted of council minutes of the Vaalharts and Barkly
West Councils and related to council decisions taken by
the “then” council. Community members, researchers,
academics, historians, learners and members of the
community will be in a position to access information of
activities that took place in the past, she added.”
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Pictured above: The municipal manager, Ms Mamikie Bogatsu,
with the MEC for Sport, Arts and Culture, Mr Lebogang Motlhaping.
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Celebrating Mandela Day 2015
T

he Frances Baard District Municipality once again
celebrated Mandela Day with the handing over of two
houses to two beneficiaries. Both beneficiaries reside in the
Dikgatlong municipal area.

Nomvula and Ntombi are still attending school. The family
does not have a steady source of income and are reliant on
odd jobs.

Mr. Dimangele Ananias Xamashe (46) and Ms. Elizabeth
Amashweu Motshabi are living partners for more than
27 years and resided in the informal settlement known
as Makweteng for almost 15 years. They are currently
residing in Rooirand in Barkly-West. They have three
children namely, Tebogo, Nomvula and Ntombi.

Ms. Sinnah Molatudi is a pensioner, residing with her
grandchildren namely: Kelebogile, Veronica, Victor
and Tshiamo Barnard. Ms. Molatudi is the foster parent
for Veronica and Kelebogile Barnard. The familiy is
dependant on the pension of Ms Molatudi and foster grants
for Veronica and Kelebogile. They have been residing in
Rooirand for more than 12 years.

From left: Executive mayor, Ms Kgadi Moloi,
Mr Xamashe, Ms Motshabi, Cllr. Stevens and the
mayor of Dikgalong municipality, Mr Willie Mogongwa.

From left: Mayor of Dikgalong municipality, Mr Willie Mogongwa,
the contruction company owner, Mr Phetoe, Ms Molatudi and
the executive mayor, Ms Kgadi Moloi.

O

n 24 July 2015 the Executive Mayor of FBDM
celebrated Mandela Day with the elderly and disabled
people in Ritchie. The programme was held at the Merciful
Hands Community Centre. The centre is a communitybased organisation which takes care of marginalised
groups namely, older people, people with disability and the
unemployed. The centre does not have a sustainable source
of funding and depends largely on contributions.
The FBDM identified the centre for assistance and consulted
with other local stakeholders in developing a Mandela
Day program. The stakeholders responded positively and
contributed substantially towards making the program a
reality. On the day of the program the following activities
were arranged:
• The premises of the centre was cleaned
• Stakeholders participated in the preparation of food.
400 people were served with a hot meal
• Under the theme “Walk for Madiba”, 60 elderly people
participated in the fun walk
• The executive mayor and senior officials of the
participating stakeholders conducted house visits at
the homes of the worst poverty stricken and elderly
and bedridden families. Six houses were identified.
• The FBDM donated pots, plates and other items to the
centre.
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Left: The Executive
Mayor, Ms Khadi
Moloi,handing
over donations
(food parcels and
blankets) to a lady
who lives with
disability and is
confined to a wheel
chair.

Left: Some of the
older persons who
participated in the
fun walk.
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Mid-year progress on project
implementation for 2015/16
Project

Status

Facilitate the provision of a
sewer reticulation network This multi-year project will provide sewer reticulation network for erven in Warrenvale.
for 558 Sites in Warrenvale The project is in construction phase and is estimated to be completed by December 2015.
(phase 3).
Magareng is struggling with timeous O&M activities on the water and sanitation
Facilitate the procurement
networks and requested funding from FBDM for the purchasing of a TLB. The TLB has
of a TLB for Magareng.
been acquired and will be delivered to the local municipality before end December 2015.
FBDM previously purchased a sanitation truck for Magareng municipality but over the
Facilitate the procurement
years the population has grown and it became necessary for another sanitation truck
of a sanitation truck for
as the municipality also services the Majeng and Moleko’s farm communities. The
Magareng.
sanitation truck will be delivered by May 2016.
Facilitate the procurement In 2013/14 FBDM procured a refuse removal truck for Dikgatlong which was damaged
of a refuse truck for irreparably and therefore FBDM decided to purchase another in the 2015/16 financial
Dikgatlong.
year. The truck has been ordered and the estimated delivery date is May 2016.

Facilitate the replacement of
steel / asbestos pipes in the
water reticulation network
in the CBD of Barkly West
(phase 1)

The water network in Barkley West is old and the area has been experiencing many pipe
bursts in the past years. The local municipality planned to replace steel/asbestos pipes
in the water reticulation network. A professional service provider is required for the
planning, preliminary design report, detailed design, construction specification, tender
documentation, tender evaluation, construction supervision, monitoring and successful
completion of the project within the allocated budget. The consultant will then compile
the tender documentation after which the tender for the construction will be advertised.
The appointment for the consultant is at bid adjudication stage.

The old oxidation pond system of the Jan Kempdorp waste water treatment works has
Refurbishment of the old
been dysfunctional for the last few years. This project is to assist with the refurbishment
Oxidation Pond System at
of the oxidation dams and ensure that the plant can operate at its intended capacity.
the Jan Kempdorp WWTW.
Phokwane will do the procurement of services. The project has been advertised.
Upgrading of the Outflow The outflow pipeline at the Jan Kempdorp waste water treatment works is not sufficient
pipeline
at
the
Jan to discharge of the sewerage effluent. This project is to construct a new effluent discharge
Kempdorp WWTW.
pipeline. Phokwane will do the procurement of services. The project has been advertised.
Replacement of the fence
of the Hartswater water
treatment works (WTW).

The fence around the Hartswater WTW is not sufficient to secure the water purification
processes. Some of the fencing has been stolen and the gate also needs to be replaced.
A service provider needs to be appointed to erect a new fence. Phokwane will do the
procurement for a contractor. The project has been advertised.

Completion of a master
plan for bulk water and
sanitation infrastructure and
a maintenance plan.

This project will assist Phokwane municipality with planning for future developments.
From this plan a water services development plan can be development which forms part
of the IDP. The project is in implementation. The estimated completion is February/
March 2016.

Compilation of a water
conservation and demand
management strategy.

This strategy is part of Departemnt Water and Sanitation’s requirements for municipalities
to decrease non-revenue water and to ensure sustainable water supply. The project is at
a planning phase.
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Project

Status

Guldenskat is a newly established township which needs to be serviced. Funds have
Provision of water and
been approved for this project to ensure that planning and possibly some construction
sanitation for 608 stands in
work can start. This project will be a multi-year project and Phokwane municipality will
Guldenskat (phase 1).
do the procurement for a contractor. The project has been advertised.
Provision of bulk water
This is a multi-year project to assist in terms of bulk water supply to the Ritchie
supply upgrades in Ritchie /
community. The project has not started yet.
Modder Rivier.

Rural Roads Asset
Management System
(RRAMS) implementation.

The National Department of Transport has allocated grant funding for the implementation
of a rural road asset management systems (RRAMS). The grant seeks to ensure efficient
and effective investment in municipal streets through the development of a RRAMS
and the collection of associated road and bridge inventory data, condition assessments
and traffic information. Improved data on municipal streets will guide infrastructure
investment, improve accessibility to rural communities and also the mobility of these
communities. The FBDM will receive RRAMS funding for the next three years. The
project will commence before December 2016.

The National Land Transport Act compels municipalities to compile integrated transport
plans. A local integrated transport plan (LITP) must be prepared every five years by each
Local Integrated Transport
local municipality and submitted to its district municipality. The plan should be updated
Plans for Magareng,
annually where appropriate and must be prepared as an input to the district integrated
Phokwane & Dikgatlong.
transport plan. The district municipality assist local municipalities within its jurisdiction
with their planning process as required by law. The project is at a planning phase.
Service provider appointed. Start date is 01 November 2015 and end date is 31 March
Housing Sector Plans.
2016.
Local municipalities are responsible for the development of the bylaws to give effect to
the requirements as set out in SPLUMA. FBDM assisted the local municipalities with
the publishing of the bylaws. Dikgatlong and Magareng Municipalities’ draft bylaws
Preparation of the bylaws for public comments lapsed on 10 July 2015 and 11 September 2015 respectively.
for Magareng, Dikgatlong The councils for both municipalities must adopt the final draft bylaws before end of
and Phokwane Municipality. November 2015. The adoption of the bylaw by council is a requirement before gazetting.
Phokwane Municipality gazetted the bylaw on 03 November 2015 and the bylaw for Sol
Plaatje Municipality was gazetted at the end of August 2015. These two municipalities
are ready for SPLUMA implementation.
FBDM provided funding for the review of the Sol Plaatje Municipality SDF. The review
Sol Plaatje Spatial
process is being managed by Sol Plaatje Municipality. The SDF is a tool to guide,
Development Framework
direct and regulate land development and land uses in harmony with the municipal
(SDF) Review.
development vision, goals and objectives, as set out in the IDP. Sol Plaatje is finalising
the appointment of the service provider.
FBDM and Phokwane municipality identified a new township establishment project
through the local spatial development framework. The proposed extension is located
Township establishment Erf on a portion of erf 258, Hartswater. The total number of erven planned is 300 with
258: Nkandla Extension 2 an extent of approximately 52 hectares. The service providers to conduct geo-technical
(300 erven).
investigation, environmental impact assessment and bulk services investigation have
been appointed. The inception reports and contour survey have been completed. The
project is scheduled to be completed before the end of the 2015/16 financial year.
Frances Baard District Municipality (FBDM) and Phokwane Municipality identified a
new township establishment project through its local spatial development framework.
The proposed extension is located on a portion of erf 775 Vaalharts Settlement B,
Township establishment Erf
Ganspan. The total number of erven planned is 150 with an extent of approximately 35
775: Vaalharts settlement B,
hectares. The service providers to conduct geo-technical investigation, environmental
Ganspan (150 erven).
impact assessment and bulk services investigation have been appointed. The inception
reports and contour survey have been completed. The project is scheduled to complete
before the end of the 2015/16 financial year.
.../Continued on page 10
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Tourism schools’ business
plan competition 2015
O

once more, the district municipality hosted its annual
tourism schools business plan competition, on 20
November 2015. Join us in congratulating Elizabeth
Conradie School for being named the overall winner for the
2015/16 financial year.
The competition was initiated in 2008/2009
project to develop and promote tourism in
the Frances Baard District. In this period
tourism as a subject was introduced at
schools in the district. Since then the
competition has been hosted annually
and this year marks the 7th year of the
competition.

as a pilot

Implementation of project
The competition is staged in four phases over a period of 12
months.
Preparatory workshops

Workshops were held to train learners on how to compile
a business plan as this forms the basis of their entry in the
competition. This year the workshops were held at various
schools across the district in April 2015. After the completion
of the training learners had 12 weeks within which to
complete their sector business plan for the assessment phase.
This phase ended in August 2015.
•

Presentation sessions

In this phase the learners presented their business plans to
the adjudication panel. The panel posed questions to the
groups to assess the learners’ full understanding of their
business plans.

Presentations were assessed based on the following:
• Learners (group) appearance and 		
introduction of the group;
“The main aim of
• Quality in presenting the business plan 		
the business plan
(voice tone , body language, eye contact, 		
competition is to
flash
cards );
encourage tourism
•
Full
understanding and selling of the 		
learners to think
business plan; and
creatively around
•
Group interaction ( Group members 		
the topic of tourism
allowed
to present and discuss sections)
promotion.”

The focus areas of the project are to:
• Afford all 23 schools in Frances Baard
District offering tourism as a subject to
participate in the competition;
• Promote tourism development;
• Sensitise learners with regard to tourism promotion;
• Promote entrepreneurship and product owner development;
and
• Encourage learners to think creatively in terms of
information, communication and communication
technology.

•

•

Assessment of business plans

A panel of experts in business plan writing from the tourism
industry, private sector and government assessed the entries.

• The award ceremony

The project culminates in an award ceremony
to acknowledge learners for their participation and hard
work through the identification of the runners up, sector
winners and overall winner.
•

The participants of 2015/16 competition

The following 15 schools participated in this year’s
competition as follows:
• Boresetse High School;
• Elizabeth Conradie School;
• Floors No 2./ Tlhomelang School;
• Hoërskool Adamantia;
• Hoërskool Diamantveld;
• Hoërskool Hartswater;
• Hoërskool Vaalharts;
• Hoërskool Vaalrivier;
• Kimberley Girls High School;
• Northern Cape High School;
• Saint Boniface High School;
• St. Cyprians Grammar School;
• Vuyolwethu High School;
• Warrenvale High School; and
• Xunkwhesa Combined School.

The assessment criteria included:
• Quality of business plan;
• Market understanding and analysis;
• Innovation and creativity;
• Nature of product and service;
• Marketing and sales strategy;
• Use of technology in your business; and
• Viability of the business.
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Overall winner (Grade 10):
Elizabeth Conradie School

Overall winner (Grade 11):
Elizabeth Conradie School

WINNERS PER SECTOR

Greening Project
Sector winner: Elizabeth Conradie
School
1st runner-up: Hoërskool Vaalrivier
2nd runner-up: Hoërskool Vaalharts

Tourism Route
Sector winner: Elizabeth Conradie
School
1st runner-up: Kimberley Girls High
School
2nd runner-up: Xunkhwesa
Combined School

Grade 10
Sport Tourism
Sector winner: Hoërskool Adamantia

Establishment Information Centre
Sector winner: Hoërskool Vaalrivier

1st runner-up: Hoërskool Hartswater
2nd runner-up: Kimberley Girls High
School
Grade 11
Adventure Tourism
Eco-Tourism
Sector winner: Hoërskool Vaalharts
Sector winner: Hoërskool Adamantia
1st runner-up: Warrenvale High
School
2nd runner-up: Northern Cape High
School

From left: Mr J Stamper, Ms T de Beer,
Mr C Fortune, Ms S Letsoalo (representing
Ms Cebekhulu) and Mr D Mdutyana. Absent:
Ms S Steyn, Mr A Mokgele.
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Air quality management in the
Frances Baard District
“In 2009 the Frances Baard District Municipality became the atmospheric
emissions licensing authority and is responsible for the issuing of atmospheric
emissions licenses in the district.”
Air quality management plan

•

The municipality developed a district air quality
management plan firstly to comply with the requirements
of the National Environmental Management: Air Quality
Act, 2004 and secondly in recognition of the growing
severity of air pollution caused by domestic, industrial,
agricultural and mining operations in South Africa.

The district municipality developed an air quality
management by-law to ensure a legal and administrative
framework is in place to protect and promote the health
and well-being of residents in the district.

Air quality management projects in the district
•

Installation of baghouse filter – Afrisam

AfriSam’s Ulco Cement Plant, situated north-west of
Kimberley on the R31, received the 2013 Industrial
Award at the National Association for Clean Air (NACA).
This was in recognition of the plant’s contribution to air
quality improvement through its R105m baghouse project.
They also received recognition for the operation’s dust
suppression systems to control a wide range of gaseous
emissions. The technology achieves a guaranteed
particulate matter emission levels below 10mg/Nmᵌ to
ensure the dust is fully contained.
•

District air quality management summit

A district air quality summit held in 2014 focussed on
the growing severity of air pollution caused by domestic,
industrial, agricultural and mining operations in the
district. The summit created a platform for the industry,
sector departments and communities to interact to share
information on air quality management issues (legislative
and licensing requirements).

“To
date
the
district
municipality has issued
six atmospheric emissions
licences to companies in
the cement, brick, iron and
acid production industries.”
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•

Air quality by-law

Section 78 assessment

The municipality is currently busy with a section 78
assessment for the rendering of municipal health services
in the district.
After the completion of this assessment the municipality
will be in a better position to plan and budget for air quality
management in the district.
•

Monitoring stations

The municipality currently
does not have monitoring
stations but has procured a
PM10 and PM2.5 monitoring
equipment. The equipment is
used to monitor ambient air
quality.
E-sampler: used for the
monitoring of air quality.

Upcoming projects / events / campaigns for 2015/16
Six awareness campaigns will be conducted at schools
in the district during this financial year. The aim of the
campaigns is to sensitise learners on air quality and what
measures they can implement to improve air quality in
their homes.
The municipality in collaboration with the Provincial
Department of Environment and Nature Conservation
(DENC) are planning an air quality management summit
in February 2016.
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Spatial planning and land-use
management Act (SPLUMA)
implementation
“SPLUMA came into operation on 1 July 2015 and seeks to redress past spatial
imbalances and the racial divide in spatial terms. it also seeks to transform the distorted
settlement patterns of the country in a manner that gives effect to sustainable human
settlement.”
Background
During the apartheid era, land development planning was
regulated by a variety of laws, ordinances, procedures and
regulations. There was a lack of co-ordination, an unequal
distribution of resources and a lot of ‘red tape’ which
slowed down potential development and growth.
This situation did not change when the new government
came into power in 1994; because all the apartheid laws
were still in place and had not yet been repealed. There
was a need to review the national and provincial planning
legislation.
The judgment of the Constitutional Court in the matter of
the City of Johannesburg versus the Gauteng Development
Tribunal and others prompted government to develop
planning legislation at both national and provincial level
that will be inclusive of all areas in South Africa.
The government was granted a period of 24 months (which
expired on 18 June 2012) to put new superseding legislation
on the statute (to replace the Development Facilitation
Act 67 of 1995), alternatively to amend the provisions of
the DFA in as far as the identified inadequacies in the Act
concerned.
Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act
objectives
•
•
•
•
•
•

Provide for a uniform, effective and comprehensive
system of spatial planning and land use management
of the Republic;
Ensure that the system of spatial planning and land use
management promotes social and economic inclusion;
Provide for development principles and norms and
standards;
Provide the sustainable and efficient use of land;
Provide for the cooperative government and
intergovernmental relations amongst the national,
provincial and local spheres of government; and
Redress the imbalances of the past and ensure that

there is equity in the application of spatial development
planning and land use management.
How does it affect municipalities?
In order for municipalities to be SPLUMA compliant, they
are required to expedite the following processes:
• The establishment of Municipal Planning Tribunal
(joint/single/district)
• The preparation and approval of delegations;
• The preparation and adoption of municipal planning
bylaws;
• The preparation and adoption of the new tariffs;
• The categorisation of the land development
applications; and
• The establishment of an appeal authority.
Frances Baard District Municipality, Phokwane
municipality, Dikgatlong Municipality and Magareng
Municipality have reached agreement to establish a District
Municipal Planning Tribunal (DMPT) in order to receive
and dispose of land development applications and land use
applications.
The DMPT has not yet come into operation because the
municipalities are currently finalising the process of
adopting & gazetting bylaws and appointment of the
external member of the DMPT. Ultimately the goal is to
ensure that the DMPT comes into operation before the end
of the second quarter of the 2015/16 financial year.
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From page 5..../

Delportshoop Township
establishment (200 erven).

Township establishment
Barkly West.

Frances Baard District Municipality (FBDM) and Dikgatlong Municipality identified
a new township establishment project through its spatial development framework. The
proposed site is located on erf 696 in Tidimalo (Delportshoop). The total number of
erven planned is 200 and the earmarked site is approximately 23 hectares. The inception
reports and contour survey have been completed. The project is scheduled to be completed
before the end of the 2015/16 financial year.
All specialist studies (geo-technical, bulk services, noise, heritage, and environmental
impact assessment scoping report and bio-diversity and flood line) required for
residential development have been completed. The surveying and pegging of the
proposed development area will be conducted after an environmental authorization has
been issued by the Department of Environmental Affairs and Conservation. The project
is planned to be completed before the end of the financial year.

Desktop capturing of water
and sewer infrastructure
and scanning of as-built
drawings into GIS.

This project will capture all relevant water and electricity infrastructure as-built
drawings into digital format. A database will include various drawing attributes into a
spatially enabled electronic library. The project is progressing well and is estimated to be
completed by the end of 2015/16.

Provision of architectural
professional services for
the building of a district
disaster management centre
for Frances Baard District
Municipality

The FBDM is planning the establishment of a district disaster management centre as per
section 43 of the Disaster Management Act (57 of 2002). A design report was completed
which included sketch plans and estimated costs for the centre. A project management
team to ensure the successful completion of the construction phase of this project has
been appointed. The project management team must appoint other professionals such as
quantity surveyors, structural, civil, mechanical and/or electrical engineers to assist in
the planning and management of construction activities for the centre.

Procurement of water tanker The tender will be re-advertised. A steering committee was established to investigate
for firefighting purposes.
the partnership proposal made Working on Fire (“WoF”). The steering committee will
investigate the costs presented by WoF versus the cost if FBDM had to implement this
Procurement of a fully
service by its own with the inclusion of the local municipalities.
equipped fire engine.

Gong-Gong Waterfall
Feasibility study and
business plan

The inception report (phase 1) was approved on 23 October 2015. The envisaged date
for the submission of the situational analysis report (phase 2) is on 1 December 2015.
The project is scheduled to be concluded by April 2016. The study will investigate the
viability of developing the Gong-Gong area into an eco-; cultural and historical tourism
destination. The project will not only focus on potential development of activities/
infrastructure around the waterfall but will also consider the development of cultural and
historical attractions and activities in the community of Gong-Gong.

Training Entrepreneurship Training will take place in December 2015.
YEDP
Develop - Dikgatlong,
The development of the strategies has started and the inception report has been approved
Phokwane and Magareng
.
LED strategies
Community perception
survey
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Phase 1 & 2 of the project have been completed. The envisaged end date of the project
is December 2015. The purpose of the survey is to measure the perceptions of the
public about service delivery in the district and to inform the communication strategy
development.
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Declaration of drought disaster
in the Frances Baard District
In September 2015 the district municipality
received a request from the Northern Cape
Agricultural Union (NCAU) to declare the
Frances Baard District as a drought stricken
area.
The municipality requested the Department of Agriculture
and Rural Development, as the lead department for this
risk specific area, to conduct a drought assessment. This
is a requirement before an area can be declared drought
stricken.
After completion of the assessment the Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development reported that the current
weather conditions are caused by the El-Nino weather
pattern and normal rains are only forecast for March 2016.
The department requested that the municipality declare the
district a drought disaster area.
El-Nino occurrence
According to the report from the Department of Agriculture
and Rural Development, models are showing the
strengthening of an El-Nino episode towards the summer
season with the expectation to continue throughout the
autumn season.
The forecasting indicates that going towards the mid- and
late- summer season, the likelihood of the continuation of
dry conditions over most parts of the country is high.
“El-Nino is the warming of the
sea-surface temperatures in
the equatorial pacific ocean
which influences atmospheric
circulation and consequently
rainfall and temperature in
specific areas around the world.”

“The Disaster Management Act, 57 of
2002 provides that in the event of a local
disaster the council of a municipality
having primary responsibility for the
coordination and management of the
disaster may declare a local state of
disaster, if special circumstances
warrant the declaration of a local state
of disaster.”
This report did not bode well for especially the farming
community as the impact on the carrying capacity of
livestock in areas in the “high” zone was noticeable. These
areas in the “high” zone were advised to leave only core
breeding material on farms.
“This will have a significant impact on the financial status
of the farmers, but even more so on food production and
food prices,’’ said Mr Hannes Gerber of the department in
an internal memorandum.
Rainfall
According to the report from the department, the forecasting
system indicated significant probabilities of above-normal
rainfall for parts of north-eastern South Africa at the start of
summer and below-normal for parts of the southern parts
of South Africa for the same period. High probabilities of
below-normal rainfall for the mid- and late-summer season
is predicted by the forecasting system country-wide.
Council resolution
At its council meeting on 18 November 2015, the Council
of the FBDM resolved to declare the district as a drought
disaster area.
The municipality will liaise with the Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development for assistance for
affected farmers and communities.

The likelihood of extreme warmer temperatures over most
of South Africa is predicted to be high throughout the
summer season.
This persisting dry conditions may promote a regional or
localised drought depending on the state of the existing
water stress.
Quantification of drought
In November 2015 the department reported that the Frances
Baard District fell in the high category for areas delineated
as potential drought areas according to its intensity.
Re bua mmogo - We talk together
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Student financial aid opportunities for Frances
Baard residents
Closing date for submission of applications: 15 January 2016
The Frances Baard District Municipality is committed to increasing the level of
investment in education and training within its jurisdiction. The Municipality also
seeks to improve the employment prospects of persons from previously disadvantaged
backgrounds through the creation of education opportunities for its residents, in
particular young people. The municipality is offering student financial aid to South
African citizens, who permanently reside in the Frances Baard district, to pursue full
time undergraduate studies in one of, but not limited to, the following fields:
Engineering: Civil, Electrical,
Building, etc.
Financial Management
Town and Regional planning

Tourism; ICT; Renewable energy,
Environmental Health and Management
Marketing and Communications

Criteria for selection:
• Selection of successful candidates will be based on both academic merit and financial
neediness of the applicant.
• Applicants are expected to study at an accredited South African tertiary institution.
• It is the student’s responsibility to seek admission with a tertiary institution of their
choice.
The student financial aid is renewable annually, based on academic performance/
results.
The funds are intended to pay for the student’s:
• Registration fees,
• Tuition fees or a top up on tuition for those that register on their own,
• Books and material; or
• Accommodation (or boarding), etc.
The financial aid is limited to a maximum amount of R10,000 per student.
Student financial aid application forms are available from:
• Reception area: Frances Baard District Municipality, Sol Plaatje Local Municipality,
Phokwane Local Municipality, Magareng Local Municipality and Dikgatlong Local
Municipality
• Website: www.francesbaard.gov.za
Certified copies of the following must accompany the applications:
• Most recent academic record (e.g. matric certificate or statement of results)
• South African identity document
• Proof of residency in Frances Baard district (i.e. statement of water and
lights, rates and taxes, etc.)
• Proof of income of parents/guardian (a sworn affidavit if unemployed)
Completed application forms can be posted to:
The Student Financial Aid Committee
c/o The Municipal Manager
Frances Baard District Municipality
Private Bag X 6088
Kimberley, 8301

Hand delivered to:
Or

The Student Financial Aid Committee
c/o The Municipal Manager
Frances Baard District Municipality
51 Drakensberg Avenue
Carters Glen, Kimberley, 801

Contributors to the newsletter content:
Freddy Netshivhodza, Kenneth Lucas, Mary-Anne Snyders, Kagisho Pholoholo, Saligh Suliman, Clifford Jones,
Murvin Mabe.
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Editorial Note
In this issue we have focussed on
the progress achieved thus far in the
implementation of the identified projects
as captured in the SDBIP.
It is important for us to reflect on this
as it gives the reader an insight into the
operations of the municipality.
We celebrated the achievements of
tourism learners across the district at
the 7th annual tourism schools business
plan competition. According to the
chief adjudication panel member the
learners have on average prepared
well-researched business plans and the
standards were very high.
We also focussed on SPLUMA and the
readiness of municipalities in the district
to implement the provisions of the act. We
hope that this article have enlightened
readers as to the requirements and the
impact of the act.
It is the time of the year when schools
are concluding examinations and also
for learners to start looking at bursary
opportunities for further studies. Learners
are encouraged to make full use of the
executive mayor bursary fund. It is there
to assist learners in the Frances Baard
District and especially students in poorer
households.
We hope you enjoyed the read and we
look forward to hearing from you. Any
comments or suggestions on the content
of this newsletter are welcome.

			

Gerline Roman

Editor

CONTACT DETAILS
Frances Baard District Municipality
51 Drakensberg Avenue, Carters Glen
Private Bag X6088
KIMBERLEY, 8300/1
Tel.: 053 - 838 0911
Fax: 053 - 861 1538
E-mail: gerline.roman@fbdm.co.za

