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Message from the Executive Mayor

Offi cial Newsletter for  FBDM • Issue 36

On 29 May 2018 we adopted the 2018/19 
fi nancial year budget that will direct the 
contribution of the district municipality 
towards the improvement of the quality of 
life of communities in the district. 

As the incoming executive mayor for 
the remainder of the term of offi ce of the 
current Council, I am extremely privileged 
to have been able to table this important 
document. 

As was the trend in previous years, we will 
continue to face budgetary constraints that 
will force us to tighten the belt even more. 

We are abiding by the cost containment 
measures introduced 2 years ago and we 
continue to put measures in place to  ensure 
that we comply with these directives. 

As a municipality we remain committed to 
supporting and building the capacity of our 
local municipalities within the district to 
perform their functions and exercise their 
powers meaningfully.

It is a new challenge for me as the incoming 
executive mayor to ensure that the district 

municipality remains 
focussed on ensuring 
that it provides the 
best support to its 
local municipalities, 
and thereby improving 
the lives of our 
communities. It is 
an honour and a 
privilege to work 
with the Council and administration to 
ensure that we give the best services to the 
community of this beautiful district that we 
call home. 

I know that through hard work and 
dedication, every goal we have set for 
ourselves is achievable.

I want to thank the municipal manager 
and her team that worked tirelessly to put 
together the budget  that will guide our 
operations for the next three years. 

A special word of thanks must go towards 
the previous mayor for leaving behind 
a legacy, which I will defi nitely use as 
foundation going forward.
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The Executive Mayor
Mr P Marekwa

Look us up on:

The then acting executive mayor, Cllr. Patrick Marekwa, during the 2018/19 budget 
speech address at the Council meeting of 29 May 2018. Read more on PAGE 6

www.francesbaard.gov.za

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Foreword by the 
Executive Mayor

From the Municipal 
Manager’s Desk

MEC visits the Frances 
Baard District

Magareng Water 
Treatment Works upgrade

A look at the 2018/19 
financial year budget

Overview of  the 2018/19 
budget for local 
municipalities

Tourism Indaba 2018

18th Diamonds & 
Dorings Music Festival 

National headlines 12



Re bua mmogo - We talk togetherPage 2

From the Municipal 
Manager’s Desk

Re bua mmogo - We talk together

We have the pleasure of presenting 
our second edition of our 
newsletter, which highlights our 
achievements and shortcomings 
in the year ending 30 June 2018. 

The financial postition of the 
municipality has shown a decline 
and this has impacted our ability 
to maximise our support to our 
local municipalities. 

This negative trend is continuing in the 2018/19 year 
with a 69% decline in our capital expenditure meant 
for operation and maintenance and infrastructure 
development for the provision of basic services to our 
communities in the district. 

The municipalities in our jurisdiction are faced with 
serious challenges ranging from poor revenue collection, 
outstanding debts to Eskom and water boards, high levels 
of unemployment due to the slow growth of the local 
economies and growing number of informal settlement. 

All these challenges put a strain on the already limited 
financial resources of the local municipalities. As a 
district municipality we therefore carry the burden of 
having to provide financial assistance and non-financial 
support to our local municipalities. 

After all, the reason we exist as a district municipality 
is to support our local municipality in order to meet the 
basic needs of the community. 

It is therefore extremely important that we strengthen 
our local municipalities so that they can provide these 
services in a sustainable manner. 

We have successfully tabled to Council the 2018/19 
budget and the reviewed IDP for 2017/18 and planning 
for 2018/19. 

The district IDP takes into consideration the development 
needs of the local municipalities, which in turn directs 
the programmes, projects and the budget of the district 
municipality. This all aims to coordinate the work of the 
district municipality and its local municipalities.

Municipal Manager
Ms Mamikie Bogatsu

Health Awareness 
- skin maggots
The Northern Cape Department of Health has confirmed 
that health facilities in the province have been inundated 
with an increased number of myiasis (skin maggots) cases. 
Such cases have also been reported for the Frances Baard 
District. Three cases of skin maggots have been treated in 
Jan Kempdorp and two in Kimberley in April 2018.

Environmental Health Practitioner Mr. Kagisho Ditire, 
reported that a case of myiasis was reported to the 
Galeshewe Day Hospital on 25 April 2018. The patient 
complained that her lower back was itching, which also 
began to swell. The nurses discovered larvae under the 
patient’s skin which was then removed and the patient was 
provided with ointment to treat the affected area.

Upon inspection of the living conditions of the patient  it 
was found that there were no ablution facilities and the 
family members use dug holes to relieve themselves. There 
is also no communal tap in the area, and waste is dumped 
in an open veld in the community as no collection of waste 
is taking place.

Human myiasis is caused in sub-Saharan Africa by the 
tumbu fly, also known as mango fly. The fly lay its eggs 
on the ground or on bedding or clothing that is laid on the 
ground to dry and once hatched the larva seek the warm 
skin of humans which they penetrate rapidly.

Myiasis is endemic in tropical and sub-tropical areas 
including Africa. People (adults and children) living in 
rural areas of high fly density and in close contact with 
domestic animals (dogs / cats) are at high risk of getting 
infected. 

The female flies lay eggs in soil that is contaminated with 
faeces or urine, damp clothes or bed linen that is laid on 
the ground to dry. The larvae hatch in 2-3 days and attach 
to unbroken skin and penetrate the skin causing swelling. 
There is no human to human transmission of the infection.

To treat myiasis, petroleum jelly must be applied to the 
lesion to cover the tip of the larvae to obstruct the air flow. 
This will cause the larva to come to the skin surface where 
it can be easily removed. After the removal of the larva 
the wound must be cleansed. Antibiotics may need to be 
administered in cases where there is secondary bacterial 
infection. Surgical removal is not needed. 

Environmental Health Practitioners advise that 
the improvement of sanitation facilities and waste 
management control will decrease the spread of flies. 
The district municipality and Sol Plaatje municipality ran 
joint awareness campaigns to raise awareness and to urge 
communities to take care of the sanitation facilities they 
use. 
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MEC visits the Frances Baard 
District

On 17 April 2018 the MEC for COGHSTA, Mr Bentley 
Vass, met with the political and administrative leadership 
of the Frances Baard District.

The purpose of the visit was two-pronged, firstly to 
introduce the MEC to the political and administrative 
leadership of municipalities, secondly to create interactive 
dialogue and synergies between the department in its 
entirety with the traditional leadership, mayors, speakers, 
chief whips, municipal managers and chief financial 
officers. 

The visit further aimed to assess the state of housing in 
municipal areas across the province. The state of human 
settlement in all districts is on an upward trajectory. 
Accredited municipalities in various districts continue 
to receive support through the capacitation grant, which 
is aimed at assisting municipalities to perform certain 
housing functions.  

The alignment of municipalities to the following Back-to-
Basics pillars are critical and will ensure optimal service 
delivery:
• Putting people first and engaging with communities;
• Delivering Basic Services; 
• Good Governance; 
• Sound Financial Management; and 
• Building Capacity.

Municipalities are the closest sphere of governance to the 
masses of our people. The performance of municipalities 
is directly linked to its leadership, both politically and 
administratively. 

“The MEC responsible for Cooperative Governance, Human Settlements and Traditional 

Affairs (COGHSTA), Bentley Vass visited all 5 districts in the Province from 4 - 17 April 

2018”. 

Local government remains a 

focal point for service delivery 

making its assessment not 

only critical but necessary. 

Mr Bentley Vass addressing the political and administrative 
leadership of the Frances Baard Dictrict during the engagement 
session held at the district municipal offices. 

Challenges faced by municipalities

The engagement exercise was premised on a reciprocal 
basis where municipalities were afforded an opportunity 
to raise challenges were they exist and best practices that 
could be emulated. 

Some of the cross cutting challenges facing municipalities 
are: 
• Filling of vacancies; 
• Lack of spending the Municipal Infrastructure Grant;
• Maintenance of infrastructure; 
• Debt of Eskom and Water Board; and 
• Poor Revenue generation. 

The MEC urged municipalities to fill all vacancies and 
not to be grant dependent but be independent in creating 
investment portfolios in order to raise funds for financial 
sustainability. The interactions further encouraged 
municipalities to adhere to audit recovery plans in order to 
ultimately achieve clean audit. 
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Magareng Water Treatment 
Works (WTW) upgrade

The areas affected by the 
shoratge of water are the high 
lying areas in the municipality. 
The local municipality identified 
two critical projects to address 
the problem, namely the bulk 
water supply project and the 
upgrading of the water treatment 
plant that services the municipal 
area. 

The upgrading of the water 
treatment plant is of high 
importance to the municipality 
as it will address the current 
water shortages in the area. 

According to Mr Leslie 
Mokoena, the Director  
Technical Services at the local 
municipality, the 3-year project 
to upgrade the plant experienced 
some delays and is currently 
still in phase 1. However, the 
municipality has put measures 
in place to ensure that the 
project will move to phase 2. 
When the upgrade of the plant has been completed it will 
increase the amount of water released to the communities 
in the high lying areas.

Progress on the project thus far is estimated at 20%. Local 
labour and local contractors will be employed on the 
project. Through the project the municipality will also be 
able to improve its revenue as its will charge business and 
residents for water usage. Currently the water treatment 
plant is operating at only 55% of its capacity. Emergency 
funding was obtained from ACIP 
to refurbish the plant to ensure that 
the short term supply of water is 
maintained. 

Cost and funding of the project

The estimated cost to upgrade 
the plant is R54m, excluding 
disbursements, professional fees and 
contingencies. 

“There is a huge backlog in Magareng local municipality regarding access to water for 

local communities. Approximately 1,298 sites does not have access to water.”

The costs include the following work:
• Two new horizontal settlers with flocculation channels,
• The conversion of the existing settlement dam into a 

dissolved air flotation system;
• The construction of a new 0.5ml reservoir and the  

conversion of the diminishing intensity conditioner 
into a mixing/balancing tank;

• The automation of the plant and    
backwash process;

• The stabilisation of the settlement   structure; 
and 

• Replacement of the old raw and   
 potable water mains.

Funding for the project has been 
sourced from the Regional Bulk 
Infrastructure Grant (RBIG) of the 
Department Water and Sanitation. 
The district municipality provided 
counter-funding of R5m on the 
project. 

Above: The area next to the current buildings are being prepared and compacted for the new 
structure that will form part of the plant. The new section will house the filter and flocculation 
tanks.

“Currently the plant 

supplies 8.4Ml per day, 

this will increase to 

9.5Ml per day once the 

project is completed.” 
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Pictured above: Mr Leslie Mokoena with some of the students 
undergoing their experiential training as part of the NARYSEC 
programme. 

Above: The water is filtered through a back-wash process which 
involves the cleaning of the sand filters by a method of reversing 
the flow of the water to flush out any debris and/or contaminants 
that are clogged up in the sand filter system. The back-washed 
water is then re-circulated back into the beginning of the water 
treatment process.

Challenges

The municipality is experiencing challenges to maintain 
water supply  to high-lying areas, due to:
• Reservoirs remaining at critical levels and daily 

shortages experienced at the previously disadvantaged 
areas of the town.

• Maintenance cannot take place, which puts pressure 
on the plant infrastructure resulting in frequent 
breakdowns.

• Money spent on repairs and refurbishments only serves 
to remedy the symptoms.

Operation and maintenance

The new works will be operated and maintained by the 
local municipality with the assistance of an accredited 
service provider. 

The staff employed to operate the plant will be trained in 
all aspects of the operation and maintenance of the WTW. 
The Magareng Municipality will also ensure sufficient 
operating and management capacity is available for the 
correct operation of the works in order to produce potable 
water which conforms to the SANS 241 standards.

Experiential training

Twelve FET students have been undergoing experiential 
training on the project. The focus of their training is on 
the water purification process, in order to complete their 
practical training as part of their studies. The duration of 
the training is for a period of six months. 

The students were placed on the project as part of the 
NARYSEC programme. This programme is a 24-month 
skills development programme within the Department 
of Rural Development and Land Reform which targets 
unemployed rural youth aged between 18 – 25 with Grade 
12, as part of the rural economy transformation strategy 
from poor rural wards.

Job opportunities

The project has created job opportunities for people from 
the local community of Magareng. Currently 14 people are 
employed on the project.

“The aims of the project will be achieved by:

•	 Refurbishing and incorporating existing 

infrastructure

•	 Building new horizontal settlement units

•	 Incorporating	dissolved	air	flotation

•	 Extra	sand	filters

•	 Proposed upgrade to 9Ml/d (In year 

2035).”
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A look at the 2018/19 financial 
year budget
The	total	revenue	budget	for	the	2018/19	financial	year	is	R127.62m.	The	operational	budget	

is	R126.89m,	whereas	the	capital	budget	amounts	to	R8.05m.

On 29 May 2018 the district municipality adopted the 
second budget for the current term of Council. 

In his budget speech the Acting Executive Mayor, Cllr. 
Patrick Marekwa said that the municipality is compelled 
to have cost containment measures in place to mitigate the 
emerging risk of depleting the accumulated reserves. “The 
measures put in place are in line with the MFMA Circular 
82: Cost Containment Measures, issued on 30 March 
2017,” she said.

He highlighted, that, like other district municipalities 
elsewhere in the country, the Frances Baard District have 
local municipalities that are struggling with financial 
management and governance challenges falling under 
them. He emphasised the importance of strengthening the 
shared service model that the district adopted to help the 
local municipalities in the district. 

Through the shared service programme the district 
municipality continue to provide support to its local 
municipalities with capacity constraints amongst others 
in the preparation of annual financial statements and  
development of audit improvement plans.

Infrastructure 

Municipalities in the district are dependent mainly on grant 
funding for infrastructure provision. Although the district 
municipality continue to provide assistance with operation 
and maintenance (O&M) funding, management of the 
O&M still needs to improve at local municipalities.

The district municipality managed to assist the local 
municipalities to maintain water and waste water 
infrastructure, electrical infrastructure and streets and 
storm water infrastructure as well as the maintenance 
of gravel roads, in the previous financial year, and will 
continue to do so in the financial year. Budget constraints 
remains a main challenge and the infrastructure allocations 
to the four local municipalities will only be on operation 
and maintenance.

Local Economic Development 

In terms of local economic development, we have several 
initiatives running which include:
• Establishment of a manufacturing hub/cluster;
• Establishment of incubation hubs in all local municipalities;

“Approximately 5,493 
households in the 

district have no access 
to water and about 
16,317 households 

lack access to proper 
sanitation. This is 
mainly due to the 

high cost to eradicate 
backlogs.”

• Establishment of an agri-park;
• Transformation and expansion of the Sol Plaatje fresh 

produce market;
• Youth Skills development;
• Support and development of SMMEs;
• Product development and marketing of locally produced 

products;
• Entrepreneurship promotion and development;
• Promotion and support of township economies;
• Informal economy support program

The budget

The budget registered a 70% decline to the infrastructure 
development in 2018/19 as compared to the 2017/18 
financial year. 

For the 2017/18 financial year, the following allocations 
were made for operation and maintenance and infrastructure 
projects:

Municipality Allocation
Sol Plaatje R1.75m for operation and maintenance
Dikgatlong R1.75m for operation and maintenance
Magareng R1.75m for operation and maintenance
Phokwane R1.75m for operation and maintenance
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Operating Transfers and Grants
National Government Grants for 2018/19 
fi nancial year - R120,84m
Local Government Equitable Share R8,99m
Levy replacement R107,22m
Finance Management R1m
Expanded Public Works Programme R1,11m
Roads asset management R2,52m
Provincial Government Grants - R 368,000
Near Grant R 368,000
Other grant providers – R 100,000
Seta Skills Grant R 100,000

Main categories of expenditure

Main categories of revenue

For local economic development and tourism an amount of 
R3m and R2.6m has been allocated respectively. The two 
departments also had a major cut on their budget due to the 
municipality’s fi nancial position.

Grants
The major grant funding that the district municipality is 
receiving from national government is as follows: 

• Equitable Share: R 116,21m;
• Finance Management Grant: R 1m;
• Rural Asset Management Grant: R2,52m;
• EPWP: R 1,11m;
• Provincial Grant (NEAR Control): R 368,000; and
• Skills Grant: R 100,000.

15.30%

0.24%

1.29%

2.80%
0.18%

4.63%

11.52%

57.29%

6.76%

 Contracted services

 Loss on disposal of PPE

 Other materials

 Depreciation & asset
impairment
 Finance charges

 Remuneration of
councillors
 Other expenditure

 Employee related costs

 Grants and subsidies

Rental of facilities and 
equipment, 1,003,000 

Other revenue, 500,000 
Interest earned -

external investments, 
4,805,000 

Transfers recognised, 
121,311,000 

Rental of facilities and
equipment

Other revenue

Interest earned - external
investments

Transfers recognised
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Overview of the 2018/19 budget 
for local municipalities 
PHOKWANE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY

Total operating revenue R 314.13m
Total operating expenditure R 303.80m
Surplus/Deficit R 10.33m
Total capital expenditure R 68.90m

Total operating revenue has increased by 7% or R22m for 
the 2018/19 financial year when compared to the 2017/18 
adjustment budget. For the two outer years, operational 
revenue will increase by 9% and 7% respectively. 

Total operating expenditure for the 2018/19 financial year 
has been appropriated at R303m and translates into a 
budgeted surplus of R10m. 

When compared to the 2017/18 adjustments budget, 
operational expenditure has grown by 5% in the 2018/19 
budget and by 7% and 6% for each of the respective outer 
years of the MTREF. These surpluses will be used to fund 
capital expenditure and to further ensure cash backing of 
reserves and funds.

The capital budget of R68,8m for 2018/19 is 12% more 
when compared to the 2017/18 adjustment budget.  The 
increase is informed by the backlogs in terms of service 
delivery which the municipality is trying to address.

Revenue generated from rates and services charges forms a 
significant percentage of the revenue for the municipality. 
In the 2017/18 financial year, revenue from rates and 
services was R168m or 57.75%. This increased to R179m. 
The increase is mainly attributed to the increased tariff 
rates for the sale of electricity, water, sewer, refuse and 
property rates.

Property rates is the second largest revenue source totalling 
8.63% or R27m which is an increase from the R25m in 
2017/18. The third largest sources is other revenue which 
consists of various items such as income received from 
permits and licenses, building plan fees, connection fees, 
transport fees and advertisement fees. 

The tariffs on these items will be reviewed on an annual 
basis to ensure that the costs are reflective of the current 
market.

Operating grants and transfers totals R96m in the 2018/19 
from the R88m in 2017/18 financial year.

MAGARENG LOCAL MUNICIPALITY

Total operating revenue 
(including capital) R 146.78m

Total operating expenditure R 150.07m
Capital grants R 30.17m

Provision has been made for the following:
• Bulk purchase of electricity from Eskom to the amount 

of R 31.04m;
• Bulk purchase of water from Vaalharts Water to the 

amount of R7.5m;
• An increase of 7.36% in salaries for both councillors 

and municipal staff;
• Depreciation on assets to the amount of R14.58m;
• Payment of Auditor-General fees to the amount of 

R2m;
• Free basic services to indigent households to the 

amount of R 15.67m is made up of the following 
services (all services increased by 5.3%):
• Water  - R 4.17m
• Electricity - R 4.89m
• Sanitation - R 3.60m
• Refuse  - R 3m

• An amount of R27.44m for bad debts. The provision 
for the 2018/2019 has been made considerably to 
provide for the writing-off of indigent debt. The basis 
for the increase used was all outstanding debts as of 30 
March 2018 (outstanding for more than 90 days); 

• Equitable share allocation amounts to R41.74m;
• Property Rates amounts to R5.65m and property rates 

amounts to R25.31m; and
• The cash flow projection is estimated at 60% for 

service charges and interest on the debtors. The 
municipality anticipate to collect 2.5% of R137.97m 
from outstanding debtors.

Repairs and maintenance 

The budget for the repairs and maintenance from the 
municipality side is not up to the required standard as 
an amount of R3.67m was budgeted with the additional 
R1.75m which will be received from the Frances Baard 
District Municipality.
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SOL PLAATJE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY

Total operating revenue R2.056bn
Total operating expenditure R2.046bn
Surplus/Deficit R292.05m
Total capital expenditure R333.24m

The municipality generates revenue from exchange and 
non-exchange transactions. Exchange transactions are 
instances where there is a transaction concluded at arms- 
length based on measured consumption as well as a result 
of existing service agreements. 

Revenue from non-exchange transactions is revenue 
derived from taxes as well as grants and subsidies received. 
Revenue from exchange and non-exchange transactions 
are an indicator of the source of that revenue.

Revenue generated from operations is utilised to 
effectively run the institution, cover the costs of operation 
and maintenance of infrastructure, servicing of municipal 
debt acquired as long term borrowings and the costs of 
bulk water and electricity.

During this budget process, all tariffs had been revised to 
ensure that they are relevant and easy to implement. The 
total operating expenditure budget amounts to R716.65m 
for 2018/19 financial year. It should be noted that the 
municipality has maintained a consistent contribution 
ratio for each source, thus a reflection of a very structured 
process of tariff determination and price increases.

Grants and subsidies made comprises of equitable share 
in the amount of R190.16m for 2018/19, R204.,22m for 
2019/20 and R221.78m for 2020/21. 

The major operational expenditure budget allocations 
include:

Employee related costs equates to 35,01% of the total 
operating budget. The 2018/19 cost of living increase as 
per SALGBC wage agreement of CPI + 1 was used when 
calculating the 2018/19 employee budget (6%+1%). This 
provision includes additional allowances and benefits 
as per council procedures in this regard. These include 
the upper limit gazette for remuneration of councillors, 
municipal managers and managers reporting directly to the 
municipal manager.

Bulk purchases of water and electricity with the total 
budget of R552.50m, the estimates were based on the 
current demand and the projected growth in demand, and 
have taken into account the guidelines for price increases 
as informed by NERSA and Department of Water and 
Sanitation. Costs of bulk is 27% of operating expenditure 
budget. Finance charges consists of repayment of interest 
on long term borrowing (cost of capital). The amount 
budgeted for 2018/19 is R25.80m, equivalent to 1,26% 
of the total operating expenditure budget. Contracted 
services allocation is R50.90m which includes repairs and 
maintenance provisions and budgetary alignments as per 
mSCOA classification. 

DIKGATLONG LOCAL MUNICIPALITY

Total operating revenue R176.83m
Total operating expenditure R192.39m
Surplus/Deficit R15.55m
Total capital grants R32.71m

The main challenges experienced during the compilation 
of the 2018/19 budget can be summarised as follows:
• The ongoing difficulties in the national and local 

economy;
• Ageing infrastructure; 
• The need to re-prioritize expenditure within the 

existing, limited resources given the cash flow realities 
and declining cash position of the municipality;

• The increased cost of bulk water and electricity;and
• Wage increases for municipal staff that continue to 

exceed consumer inflation. (The budgeted allocation 
for employee related costs for the 2018/19 financial 
year totals R59 million for officials and R4million 
for councillors. Based on the three year collective 
SALGBC agreement, salary increases have been 
factored into this budget at a percentage increase of 
7 per cent for the 2018/19 financial year.  An annual 
increase of 7 per cent has been included in the two 
outer years of the MTREF).

Despite the tough measures implemented to apply cost 
containment, revenue sources continue to be below our 
operational expenses. This implies that expenditure such 
as irregular, fruitless and wasteful, cannot be incurred and 
should not be condoned but rather recovered from the 
responsible officials concerned.

Tariff increases

• Water providers have increased their bulk tariffs with 
8 per cent from 1 July 2018.

• Property rates will increase by 5.2% from 1 July 
2018 (please refer to the property rates policy of the 
municipality to see further stipulations)

• Considering that Eskom increased tariffs to 
municipalities by close to 19%, the consumer tariff 
had to be increased to offset the additional bulk 
purchase cost from 1 July 2018. Given the magnitude 
of the tariff increase, it is expected to depress growth 
in consumption, which will have a negative impact on 
the municipality’s revenue. 

• A tariff increase of 5.2 per cent for sanitation from 1 
July 2018 is proposed.  This is based on the current 
CPI rate. 

• A 5.2 per cent increase in the waste removal tariff will 
be implemented from 1 July 2018. Currently solid 
waste removal is operating at a deficit.  It is widely 
accepted that the rendering of this service should at 
least break even, which is currently not the case.  The 
town will have to implement a solid waste strategy to 
ensure that this service can be rendered in a sustainable 
manner over the medium to long-term.  
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Tourism Indaba 2018
“Africa’s Travel Indaba is one of the largest tourism marketing events on the African calendar 

and one of the top three “must visit” events of its kind on the global calendar. It showcases 

the widest variety of Southern Africa’s best tourism products and attracts international buyers 

and media from across the world.”

“This is going to be the greatest Indaba of 
all time, and its all because of you,” said 
the National Minister of Tourism, Derek 
Hanekom, at the opening of Africa’s Travel 
Indaba 2018.  
This year saw the gathering of 1,747 buyers from all over 
the world and 1,120 exhibitors from 08 - 10 May 2018, 
at the Durban International Convention Centre. The 
significance of tourism to Africa and its economy was once 
again cemented at this year’s Indaba with delegates from 
80 countries in attendance.

Daily lucky draws 
took place on the 
stand and  visitors 
stood a chance to 
win prizes containing 
products from the 
district.

Left: The 2018 district 
stand at Indaba. 
Representatives from all 
four local municipalities 
marketed products 
and services from the 
Frances Baard District. 

“During the exhibition FBDM had 

an opportunity to liaise with other 

district municipalities, in order to 

learn from best practices and improve 

on marketing and promotional 

mechanisms.”

The district municipality attended the event again this 
year to market regional tourism products and services on 
an international marketing platform, and to position the 
Frances Baard district as a preferred tourism destination to 
international and domestic stakeholders.

Officials and product owners from the four local 
municipalities in the district joined the district municipality 
on its stand, where products and services from the district 
was on display. Tourism products and services which 
featured on the stand included hand-made crafts, local 
tour guides and information packages on attractions in the 
district.
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18th Diamonds & Dorings Music 
Festival
The annual music festival once again attracted thousands of people from around the country. The 

three-day event was hosted at the Langley Pleasure Resort from 13 - 15 April 2018. This year the 

event was graced with artists like Lira, Ringo Madlingozi, AKA, Lebo Sekgobela, Juice Matute and 

many more. Here are some of the highlights of the festival in pictures. 

(Some of the pictures courtesy ABSA Bank) 
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Editorial Note

In this issue our centre spread was used 
to introduce the budget for the 2018/19 
fi nancial year. As in previous years the 
budget of the district municipality is used 
to build capacity at the local municipalities 
and not to provide direct services. 

We also featured a summary of the 
budgets of the local municipalities this 
year. We will continue to do so going 
forward, so as to give an overall picture 
of the fi nancial situation in the district and 
how municipalities propose to disburse 
the funds. 

We realised the importance of sharing 
information on the budgets, so as to give 
people a sense of how municipalities 
will  govern and manage their income 
and expenditure. The budget is the 
formal plan that outline fi nancial status 
and account for projected spending on 
essential services.

We also took a look at the upgrade of 
the water treatment plant in Warrenton 
and the progress made currently on the 
project. The project intends to ensure 
better acces to water for the community 
in this area.

We always welcome inputs on the 
articles we feature in this publication and 
we want to urge you to contact us should 
you have any questions. We hope you 
enjoyed the read and we look forward to 
hearing from you.

Gerline Roman
Editor

NATIONAL HEADLINES

CONTACT DETAILS

Frances Baard District Municipality
51 Drakensberg Avenue, Carters Glen

Private Bag X6088
KIMBERLEY, 8300/1
Tel.: 053 - 838 0911
Fax: 053 - 861 1538

E-mail: gerline.roman@fbdm.co.zaContributors to the newsletter content:
Leslie Mokoena, Desmond Makaleni, Mbulelo Duba, Kagisho Ditire, Jan van Zyl, Boitumelo Matlakala, 
COGHSTA, ABSA Bank, Mary-Anne Snyders. 

Source: Department Home Affairs 
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