
Re bua mmogo - We talk togetherPage 1

Message from the Executive Mayor

Official Newsletter for  FBDM • Issue 40

2

3

5

7

10

11

12

13

1

9

The Executive Mayor
Mr P Marekwa

Look us up on:

The Frances Baard District JOC establishment meeting on 25 March 2020. The JOC is intended to coordinate and 
integrate approaches to contain the spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19) in the district.  Read more on PAGE 3.  

www.francesbaard.gov.za This issue of the newsletter comes at a time 
when we are going through a very difficult 
time in the history of our country. 

Covid-19 has affected all of us on a personal 
as well as a professional level and it is up to 
us to respond in a manner that maintains the 
best interests of our communities. 

The latest figures in our district is showing 
an increase, and it is steadily growing. It 
is with a heavy heart that we have had to 
acknowledge the first death being recorded 
in our district. Our hearts go out to the 
family of the person who passed away as a 
result of the coronavirus.

The District JOC has been meeting since the 
announcement of the lockdown at the end 
of March 2020 and we have been working 
closely with all relevant departments and 
the local municipalities in the district. 

It is especially heartening to note that 
despite the infection rate climbing, we 
are also experiencing a high number of 
recoveries. With the cooperation between 
ourselves, the Department of Water and 
Sanitation and our local municipalities, we 
have ensured that there is water provision 
to our communities. 

Water tanks have 
been installed in 
highly populated 
areas in our district, 
that have limited or 
no access to water. 

It is incumbent on 
us as municipalities 
to ensure that these 
water tankers are 
maintained and are incorporated, in our 
efforts to ensure continued access for 
communities in the affected areas. 

Our environmental health and disaster 
management teams have been working 
continuously since the start of the 
lockdown and have been assisting the 
Department of Health throughout. To date 
they are still going strong and we want to 
express our gratitude to the officials for 
their dedication and hard work. 

I need to emphasise to our communities 
that it is extremely important that we 
practice physical distancing, good 
hygiene and wear our masks. 

#TogetherWeCan
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From the Municipal 
Manager’s Desk

Re bua mmogo - We talk together

Our proximity to communities requires that we play a central role in the 
government’s response to combat the spread of the Covid-19 virus. The 
regulations and directives by individual Ministers also has a direct impact as it 
somehow limits our normal way of operation. We had to adopt what we now 
term the new normal by adopting innovative ways of ensuring that, working 
with our local municipalities, there is provision of basic services.

The lockdown levels 3 and 4 provided us with an opportunity to manage all 
our objectives, though remotely, and managed to catch up on lost time caused 
by the abrupt need to go on the lockdown. Despite the limitations posed by 
the lockdown, we had to find innovative ways to manage our projects and 
programmes to ensure that we can still make significant progress in completing 
the objectives that has been set for this financial year. We had to make 
adjustments and acknowledge that some things will be out of our control, and 
possibly not achievable. However, we tried our best to ensure that we do not 
slack behind unnecessarily and that we honour the commitments that we have 
made to our communities in the district. 

Our public participation processes on the IDP and budget afforded us 
with lessons to learn as we could only use virtual means to reach out to our 
communities and to listen to them. We had to navigate the vision of being 
an innovative  municipality in the Northern Cape when it comes to our daily 
operations. No longer could we rely on the old way of doing things and instead 
we had to embrace the fourth industrial revolution and its imperatives. The 
future demands that we invest in strengthening our ICT infrastructure to for 
meaningful engagements with our communities. Our communities must be able 
to attend our virtual meetings in the same manner that they were able to attend 
all other council meetings before. We experienced that when we had to adopt 
the budget and the IDP for the 2020/21 financial year and we, for the very first 
time in our history, had to have a virtual council meeting. We have summarised 
the budgets of the district municipality and its local municipalities in this issue 
for you. 

We acknowledge the work performed by both our Environmental Health 
Practitioners and Disaster Management officials, who have been working 
tirelessly to ensure the decontamination of public spaces, awareness of Covid-19 
to our district communities. Without their commitment and dedication we 
would not have been able to control the spread of the coronavirus.

As we continue to live through these dark days, let us as a community make every 
effort to safeguard ourselves and our families by adhering to the regulations. 
Wash your hands regularly, keep social distance, wear your mask correctly and 
stay at home as possible as you can after work or running important errands. 

Our deepest and sincere condolences goes out to the 
family of the person who have lost her life as a result 
of covid-19 and all other families who have lost loved 
ones in one form or another during this period. We 
have all in different ways experienced difficulties with 
funerals under the stringent lockdown measures.  

Please keep safe at all times. Municipal Manager
Ms Mamikie Bogatsu
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District Joint Operations Centre 
on Covid-19
“The Disaster Management Act 57 of 2002, requires that each district municipality must 

establish a District Joint Operation Centre (JOC).  The JOC needs to coordinate and 

integrate the approach to contain the spread of the virus in the district. All roleplayers 

in the district must work closely to establish firm and enforceable guidelines to contain 

the spread of the virus.”

At its inception meeting the Joint Operations Centre 
identified the critical measures that had to be put in 

place to ensure preparedness on flattening the curve, these 
included:
• Ensuring that all police stations, station commanders 

and members, in the district are  prepared for and have 
committed to the process,

• The reactivation of district outbreak response teams 
by the Department of Health. These teams focuses on 
Covid-19 and related cases.

• The Department of Water Affairs arranged the 
placement of water tanks in densely populated areas in 
the district. The primary focus was on informal areas 
and in areas where there are high numbers of people. 
Local municipalities must ensure that they monitor the 
quality of the water in the tanks. 

• The Environmental Health Practitioners in the district 
are fully operational and will support the clinicians 
of the Department of Health during the lockdown 
period. They will also work closely with all relevant 
departments and stakeholders. 

• A contingency outbreak and the disaster management 
plans was put in place and the NEAR control centre of 
the district municipality will be operational 24/7 and 

will be used to centralise information regarding the 
virus.

• Hotspot areas more prone to the spread of the virus in 
the district, remains to be areas with high population 
figures. 

Our district was the first to record 11 cases of Covid-19 
ahead of other districts, soon after President declared 
the National State of Disaster on 26 March 2020. All of 
the 11 persons affected have since recovered. However, 
the district recorded its first death in May 2020 in Jan 
Kempdorp, as a result of the virus. 

Continued on page 4...\

“A total of 256 water 

storage tankers have been 

allocated to the district and 

241 are in use. Of these 

220 have been installed 

permanently and 21 is 

temporary.”
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The Jan Kempdorp Community Health Centre, where the 
person passed away, was temporarily closed and the district 
municipality decontaminated the entire building. Tracing 
of contacts of all affected individuals also took place. 

Tracer teams

The district municipality currently has 15 tracer teams, 
with a team in each municipal area, responsible for 
screening, tracing and clinical case management. The 
teams consist of medical officers, nurses, environmental 
health practitioners, allied health services community 
health care workers and data capturers.

The teams have experienced challenges with tracing of 
contacts, especially if the test results took longer than the 
specified time for it to be returned. Thus spreading the 
tracing margin wider than immediate contact. 

Additional support 

The Department of Health had discussions with the SANDF 
in terms of support. The disciplines that is required are as 
follows:

• Medical officers, nurses, psychologists, social 
workers, physiotherapists, occupational therapists, 
data capturers. 

• The department also requested the use of Diskobolos 
and 3SAI as quarantine sites.

• Eighty (80) participants of the EPWP program 
will be assigned to Frances Baard District, of 
which 60 will help Sol Plaatje municipality 
and 20 will help the district municipality.                                                                                                   
The project was initiated by the Department Public 
Works and Infrastructure in collaboration Department 
of Health and municipalities.  The EPWP participants 
will assist with health education, hygiene awareness, 
assist at public quarantine sites, help with contact 
tracing and cleaning of public facilities. 

• The district received 3 Cuban doctors (family 
physicians). Their approach is community-based, 
and they will assist greatly with community-based 
screening and testing.                                                                                                   

• The Cuban doctors will also assist with the medical 
care of patients who have recovered from Covid-19, 
after-care and follow-up on these patients.

Quarantine sites  

The Department of Health have been dealing with 
the establish proper logistical support systems for the 
admission of patients who may require accommodation 
for quarantine and isolation All isolation sites have been 
completed, only outstanding work was to be completed at 
Harmony Home in Kimberley.

The isolation sites identified are as follows:
• Warrenton Community Health Centre
• Jan Kempdorp Community Health Centre

/...from page 3

• Prof ZK Matthews District Hospital
• West End Hospital
• Transka Resort
• Connie Vorster District Hospital
• Sakhile Clinic

Public adherence to the lockdown regulations

The District JOC met a total of 10 times since the lockdown 
was announced and in this time regular reports were 
received of people not adhering to the regulations. 

It was especially concerning since the behaviour of people 
in the identified hotspot areas was creating challenges for 
the SAPS and the disaster management and environmental 
health practitioners.     

“Remember: Your actions count:
• Do not be irresponsible; think 

before you act.  

• Do not venture outside your 

house in groups. Do so alone 

and avoid contact with others. 

• Practice social distancing at 

shops or other places where 

there are bigger groups of 

people. 

• Stay one meter apart from 

persons waiting in line.  

• Make sure your surroundings 

are clean, dispose of litter but 

do so carefully and wash your 

hands before and after.

• Always wear facial masks in 

public areas ”
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Response to the Covid-19 in 
the district 
“Through our contingency outbreak response and the disaster management plans we 

have put measures in place to ensure its readiness to respond to the coronavirus    

pandemic that hit the country in March 2020. In collaboration with the Department of 

Health, other relevant sector departments and local municipalities in the district the 

environmental and disaster management teams have been working since the lockdown 

started on 26 March 2020 ”

The Environmental Health and Disaster Management 
essential services were on duty since the announcement 

of the lockdown on 23 March 2020 and have been actively 
supporting the Department of Health.

They continue to play an active role in the decontamination 
of public facilities and have been sanitising, in the main, 
the health facilities, taxi ranks and other high risk areas. 
Other facilities decontaminated included municipal and 
sector department offices within the district.

The teams have also been rolling out awareness campaigns 
at taxi ranks and in communities deemed as high risk areas. 
They conducted training to ensure that institutions such 
as funeral parlours are aware of the procedures and are 
conducting their business accordingly. Facilities were also 
evaluated to ensure conformity to the health requirements/
legislation. 

The EHPs have been assisting the tracer teams, established 
by the Department of Health, with the tracing of contacts 
since the first cases were identified in the district.

Anti-bacterial soap and soap were also distributed to 
vulnerable communities and clinics. Health awareness 
campaigns were conducted to sensitise communities on 
the symptoms of Covid-19 and how to mitigate the spread 
of the disease.  

The community is encouraged to wash their hands regularly 
with water and soap and to wear a face mask in public. 
They must also adhere to social distancing and to sanitise 
their hands when entering businesses. 

Circulars were distributed to tuckshop owners on trading 
hours and funeral undertakers were trained on the handling 
of human remains and the correct procedures during 
funerals.

Above: Some of the Environmental Health and Disaster Management team members and volunteers who helped to 
decontaminate facilities in the Dikgatlong, Magareng and Phokwane municipal areas. Decontamination of facilities 
in the Sol Plaatje municipal area was conducted by the EHPs and Emergency Services units of the municipality. 
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Above: Decontamination of the Jan Kempdorp Community Health Centre where the first death for the district was recorded. The 
team also decontaminated a number of other health facilities in the Phokwane, Magareng and Dikgatlong municipal areas. 

Above: Decontamination also took place at municipal office buildings. Seen here are teams decontaminating the facilities at the 
Magareng municipal offices.  

Above: The teams decontaminated taxi ranks and business premises in Magareng, Dikgatlong and Phokwane.  

Above: Kaylene Visagie-Buys and members from the REDCROSS Society handed out sanitary packs to beneficiaries in 
Phelindaba, Mzanzi Cebtre and Romance. The district municipality assisted the Society to distribute sanitary packs to less 
fortunate communities who were struggling even more during the lockdown period.  
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Overview of the FBDM budget for 
2020/21
The total budget for the 2020/21 financial year is R 156,09m. The operational budget is 

R 147,4m, whereas the capital budget amounts to R 8,7m.

Council adopted its 2020/21 budget on 31 May 2020. The 
major revenue streams that supported the programmes 
and activities of the district municipality remains to be 
government grants and subsidies, interest earned on 
external investments and actuarial gains. 

The municipality continues to create an environment 
that stimulates economic activities for the district growth 
and development. Training of SMMEs on business 
management and leadership will also continue in the 
2020/21 financial year. Through interaction with SMMEs 
we have noted that despite the significant importance and 
contribution of small and medium businesses to economic 
growth, SMMEs are still faced with numerous challenges 
that hinder their growth, apart from SMME funding and 
access to finance.  We will continue with emerging farmer 
development and women empowerment programmes. 

Overall basic service delivery challenges for the 
local municipalities
• The cost to eradicate backlogs 

is high and increasing 
annually;

• Municipalities in the district 
depend mainly on grant 
funding for infrastructure 
provision;

• The Blue and Green Drop 
percentages have also 
generally improved, but no 
Blue or Green Drop was 
achieved; 

• The number of capacitated 
and skilled personnel in 
municipalities must be 
increased; 

• FBDM also provides 
assistance with O&M 
funding, management of the 
O&M of electricity services 
in some municipalities still 
needs to improve;

“The budget process we rolled out 
this year is testament to how much 
we have been affected by Covid-19. 

We always have to engage with 
stakeholders to ensure that everyone 
has a say in the drafting of the final 

budget, but this year we had to really 
embrace the 4th industrial revolution to 
make sure we get people on board and 
that we still give them an opportunity to 
participate in the process. This period 
forces us to reflect on our lives and 
the way we have been doing things. 

Like never before, it makes you realise 
that family and community are the 
most important things and we must 

appreciate what we have.”

• Some of our local municipalities struggle to pay ESKOM 
accounts which leads to disconnections and disruption of 
services;

• The lack of bulk electricity networks in the rural areas 
makes it difficult for new electrical connections to 
households;

• Except for Phokwane LM, there are no road master plans 
for different municipalities.  Municipalities do not have 
sufficient funds for maintenance of street and storm 
water;

• Municipalities do not have sufficient resources for road 
maintenance and spends large amounts on hiring road 
works machinery; and

• The conditions of provincial gravel roads within the 
district have deteriorated over the years due to the 
following reasons:-

• Insufficient funds allocated for road maintenance by the 
provincial departments;

• Continuous breakdowns 
of road works machinery; 
and
• Increased traffic volume       
has a negative influence on 
gravel roads.

District–wide priority 
issues for 2020/21

• Water and Sanitation;
• Roads and storm water;
• Housing & Land 
Development;
• Electricity;
• Township establishment;
• Disaster Management;
• Environmental 
Management;
• Health;
• Local economic 
Development &Youth 
Development; and
• Clean Audit.
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Operating Transfers and Grants
National Government Grants for 2020/21 
financial year 
Equitable Share R 124,299m
Finance Management R 1m
Expanded Public Works Programme R 1,001m
Rural Asset Management Grant R 2,543m
Provincial Government Grants 
Near Grant R 259,000
Other grant providers 
Seta Skills Grant R 100,000

Main categories of expenditure

The budget

The budget for infrastructure development has decreased 
by 33%  as compared to the 2019/20 financial year.  

For the 2020/21 financial year, the following allocations 
were made for operation and maintenance and infrastructure 
capital projects:

For local economic development and tourism an amount of 
R3.3m and R1.5m has been allocated respectively. 

Grants

The major grant funding that the district municipality is 
receiving from national government is as follows: 

Municipality Allocation
Operation and 
Maintenance (O&M)

Sol Plaatje R2.5m
Dikgatlong R2.5m
Magareng R2.5m
Phokwane R2.5m

• Equitable Share;
• Finance Management Grant;
• Rural Asset Management Grant;
• EPWP; 
• Skills Grant; and 
• Provincial Grant - NEAR Control

16%

0%

0%

1%
2%

0%

6%

11%

55%

9%
Contracted Services

Debt impairment

Loss on disposal of PPE

Other materials

Depreciation & asset impairment

Finance charges

Remuneration of councillors

Other expenditure

Employee related costs

Grants and subsidies
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Overview of the 2020/21 budget 
for local municipalities 
DIKGATLONG LOCAL MUNICIPALITY
Draft budget for 2020/21

The total revenue for the year 2020/21 
amount to R 195,344m 
The total amount includes the following municipal services:

• Property rates (Non-exchange revenue)

Property rates is a levy charged on the household 
properties and farmers. The customers are required to make 
arrangement with the municipality in paying their rates. 
The total budgeted amount for property rates amounts to  
R 11,469,000 and property rates contribute 5.26% in the 
total revenue of the municipality.

• Electricity services (Pre-paid, conventional and pre-
paid vendors)-Exchange transaction.

The total budgeted amount for electricity amount to 
R26,261,000.00 and contribute 13.44% in the total revenue 
of the municipality. Electricity include, conventional, pre-
paid and the outsourced electricity service. Electricity is 
sold on pre-paid and conventional meters.

• Water services -exchange transaction

The draft budget on water revenue amount to 
R24,190,000.00 and contribute 12.38% in the total revenue. 

The municipality current uses the conventional water 
meters that supply water to the community. Water is 
purified at the Barkley West water plant and supplied at 
the reservoir tank in Barkley West, same as Windsorton 
it purifies water at its own water plant. Delportshoop is 
supplied by Vaalharts and Sedibeng and therefore the 
municipality need to pay invoices on a monthly basis to 
both Sedibeng and Vaalharts.

• Sanitation services-exchange transaction

For the year 2020/21 the municipality budgeted an 
amount of R5,233,000.00 to collected from the municipal 
consumers and sanitation services would contribute 2,68% 
in the total revenue of the municipality. 

Sanitation is the provision of sewerage network to 
households and there are two different types of sewerage 
network, namely: sceptic tanks and manholes network.

• Refuse services-exchange transaction

The municipality is intending to collect an amount of 
R 860,000.00 and the contribution of 0,44% in the total 
revenue is very minimal when compared to other services.

Non-services related revenue
Rental of 
municipal 
properties.

R 1,775,000.00 on all rental and 
0,90% is attributed to the total 
revenue

Interest earned on 
investment

R 178,000.00 or 0,09% in the total 
revenue

Interest earned 
on outstanding 
debtors.

R 24,589,000.00, contributing 
12,59% in the total budgeted 
revenue. (In reality, the municipality 
collect less 20% of the total budgeted 
interest on arrear accounts.)

Dividends The municipality has invested 
4528 ordinary shares with 
Suidwes Beleggings (Pty) Ltd 
and accumulate approximately 
R750,000.00 dividends on a yearly 
basis.

Fines Fines amount to R144,000.00 and 
contribute 0,07% in the total revenue 
for the year 2020/21 financial year

Conditional grants for 2020/21 financial year
Municipal 
infrastructure 
grant

R19,422,000.00

Water services 
infrastructure 
grant

R7,000,000.00

Financial 
management grant

R3,000,000.00

Expended public 
works programme 
grant

R1,000,000.00

Unconditional 
grant

The municipality is anticipating to 
receive “in tranches “an allocation 
amounting to R91,591,000.00 for 
the year 2020/21 financial year.

Other revenue Other revenue includes items such 
as clearance certificates, burial fees, 
building plans, tender documents 
etc. These items are budgeted for 
R483,000.00 for the year 2020/21 
financial year



Re bua mmogo - We talk togetherPage 10

Overview of the 2020/21 budget 
for local municipalities 
PHOKWANE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY

Draft budget for 2020/21

Total Operating Revenue R 299,462,122.00
Total Operating Expenditure R 348,365,277.00
Surplus/Deficit R 31,875,129.00
Total Capital Expenditure R 57,582,214.00

Revenue generated from rates and service charges forms a 
significant percentage of the revenue for the municipality. 
Anticipated revenue to be generated amounts to R 191m  
compared to the R 167m for 2019/20. 

Property Rates Tariff Increases

Property rates @ 13.33% 2020/2021
Residential 0.0176591
Complex and Town houses 0.0176591
Residential-Pensioners 0.0176591
Agricultural 0.0044003
Commercial 0.0189205
Industrial 0.0189205
Government 0.0189205
Educational 0.0189205
Transnet 0.0189205

Basic services 2020/2021
Water 6%
Electricity 20%
Sanitation (sewage) 6%
Waste removal 6%

“The percentage increases of Eskom 

are far beyond the inflation target. 

Given that these tariff increases are 

determined by external agencies, the 

impact they have on the municipality’s 

electricity and in these tariffs are 

largely outside the control of the 

municipality.”

Bulk purchases are directly informed by the purchase of 
electricity from Eskom and water from Sedibeng. Other 
expenditure comprises of various line items relating to the 
daily operations of the municipality.  

This group of expenditure is an area in which cost savings 
and efficiencies can be achieved.  

Free basic services

The social package assists households that are poor or 
face other circumstances that limit their ability to pay for 
services.  To receive these free services the households are 
required to register in terms of the municipality’s Indigent 
Policy.  

The target is to register more indigent households during 
the 2020/21 financial year, a process reviewed annually. 

Free basic services 2020/2021
Water 6  Kilolitre  per  month  for  4200  

indigent  households amounts to 
R20,91,349.00

Sewerage Free  basic  sanitation  for  4200  
indigent  households  per  month 
amounts to R15,769,990.00

Refuse removal Free refuse removal for 4200 
indigent households per month 
amounts to R13,219,705.00

Electricity 50 kWh  per  month  for  4200  
indigent  households amounts to 
R13,615,524.00
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Overview of the 2020/21 budget 
for local municipalities 

“The category ‘Property used by Organ 
of State’ is not stipulated in the Act 

and will be phased out over the next 
two years. We needed to correct the 

Property Rates Policy with the new ratio 
of 1:4.5 and therefore the proposed 

amendment.  The financial impact for 
this year will be R10 964 457. This is a 
serious concern for the municipality and 
this loss in income unfortunately have 

to be absorbed by other categories and 
the real increase is 6.4%.”

The capital budget is funded by capital grants of R 130,956 
million and own internal funding of R 23,500 million.

The makeup of the capital program for 2020/21 is rightfully 
dominated by infrastructure projects consisting of roads, 
stormwater, water, sanitation and electricity projects. 
Projects listed under infrastructure constitutes 86% of the 
allocated budget.

Tariff increases

The average tariff increase is 5.5 percent for water, sanitation 
and refuse removal. Electricity tariffs are increasing by 
6.22 percent in line with the NERSA guidelines.

A projected loss in income from property rates amounting 
to R10 964 457 (Ten million, nine hundred and sixty four 
thousand and four hundred and fifty seven rand) is due to a 
change in the Municipal Property Rates Act No. 6 of 2004. 

Property rates amounts to R 584,108 million and is mainly 
influenced by the General Valuation (GV) 2019 outcome, 
as well as the supplementary valuation roll for 2019/20. 

The focus is to drive the completion of all objections and 
appeals in an effort to stabilise the property rates income 
stream. 

In addition, the implementation of the real time/expediting 
rates billing in terms of the amendment MPRA improved 
the rates revenue considerably. The rates growth parameter 
is attributed to a revenue growth of 5% for 2020/21.

Total Operating Revenue R 2,212,561 billion
Total Operating Expenditure R 2,193,028 billion
Surplus/Deficit R 19,534 million
Total Capital Expenditure R 140,056 million 

Revenue 
category

2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23

Rates 6% 5.50% 7.63% 6.93%
Electricity 11.40% 6.22% 5.56% 7.52%
Water 6% 5.50% 6.67% 6.57%
Sanitation 6.50% 5.50% 5.29% 4.48%
Refuse removal 7.50% 5.50% 7.12% 7.35%
Ave. tariff 
increases

8.36% 5.80% 6.45% 6.57%

Sale of electricity

On 18 March 2020, the municipality received the draft 
guidelines from NERSA which informed the tariff increases 
for 2020/21. The municipality has noted the minimum 
percentage increase of 6,22% increase on average for 
local authorities. CPI for 2020/21 is projected at 4.5% as 
per MFMA Circular 99 issued by National Treasury. The 
municipality has implemented Time of Use electricity tariff 
for large power users and has fully adopted the demand 
periods as determined by Eskom, whilst for residential 
customers, Inclined Block Tariff has been adopted. 

Grants and Subsidies – Operational

Equitable Share R 205,072m
EPWP R 4,170m
Financial Management Grant R1,700m
Infrastructure Skills Development R 5,000m
Municipal Systems Improvement Grant R 600,000
Library Grant R 8,000m

SOL PLAATJE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY

Property rates
584107 613  

26,4%

Service charges
1170018 205  

52,9%

Investment 
revenue

10000 000  
0,5%

Transfers 
recognised -
operational
224542 000  

10,1%

Other own revenue
223893 400  

10,1%

Budget Year 2020/21 R'000
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Overview of the 2020/21 budget 
for local municipalities 

“Magareng Local 

Municipality is anticipating to 

collect 65 % of the budgeted 

services and 100% on 

grants and subsidies, and 

other income.”

Operating revenue R 133,596,302 m
Operating expenditure R 32,340,000 m

Basic services provision

• Provision for bulk purchase of electricity amounts to  
R 21,250,000m (Eskom)

• Provision for bulk purchase of water amounts to             
R 2,550,000m (Vaalharts Water)

• A 6.25 % increase in salaries for both councillors and 
municipal staff

• Provision for depreciation on assets to the amount of 
R 12,818,464m

• Provision for bad debts amounting to R 22,874,044m
• Provision for payment of Auditor-General fees of          

R  1,500,000m

Operating revenue
Property Rates R 11,458,584 m
Service charges: Electricity R 31,300,245 m
Service charges: Water R 10,441,873m
Service charges: Sanitation R 6,235,841 m
Service charges: Refuse R 5,740,705 m
Rent of facilities and equipment R 54,601.00
Interest earned - external 
investment

R 100,00.00

Interest earned - outstanding 
debtors

R 11,635,747 m

Fines, penalties and forfeits R 76,442.00
Licences and permits R 180,184.00
Transfers and subsidies R 55,983,000 m
Agency fees R 165,215.00
Other Revenue R 223,865.00

Other revenue
Clearance Certificates R 5,460.00
Valuation Certificates R 54,601.00
Cemetary & Burial R 87,362.00
Sale of tender documents R 10,920.00

MAGARENG LOCAL MUNICIPALITY Repairs and Maintenance 

An amount of R 7,141,078m was budgeted for the 2020/21 
financial year and an additional R 2,500,000m will be 
received from the Frances Baard District Municipality.

Operating grants

Equitable Share R 49,355m
EPWP R1,078m 
Financial Management Grant R 2,800m
FBDM Grant R 2,500m
Disaster management relief fund R 250,000.00

Capital grants

Municipal Infrastructure R 11,119m
Regional Bulk Infrastructure Grant R 21,221m

Tariff increases 

Water 4.5%
Sewerage 4.5% 
Electricity 6.23%
Refuse removal 4.5%



Re bua mmogo - We talk togetherPage 13

NATIONAL HEADLINES

CONTACT DETAILS

Frances Baard District Municipality
51 Drakensberg Avenue, Carters Glen

Private Bag X6088
KIMBERLEY, 8300/1
Tel.: 053 - 838 0911
Fax: 053 - 861 1538

E-mail: gerline.roman@fbdm.co.za

COVID-19: TALKING POINTS
The power to defeat coronavirus is in our hands.

As the country gradually opens up, and as we resume 
more activities, the risk of infection inevitably increases. 
Through our personal and collective actions we can 
continue to delay the rate of infection across society. The 
most effective defences against the virus are the simplest; 
everyone must continue to wash hands, sanitise and adhere 
to safety measures. When traveling, wear a face mask at all 
times and maintain a safe distance and reduce contact with 
others where possible.

The following economic activities will resume under 
level 3. 

• Restaurants for ‘sit-down’ meals. 
• Accredited and licenced accommodation, with the 
exception of home sharing accommodation like 
AirBnB. 

• Conferences and meetings for business purposes and 
in line with restrictions on public gatherings.

• Cinemas, theatres and casinos, in line with the limita-
tions on the gathering of people.

• Personal care services, including hairdressers and 
beauty services.

• Non-contact sports such as golf, tennis, cricket and 
others.

• Contact sports will be allowed only for training and 
modified activities with restricted use of facilities. 

• Announcements will be made in due course to detail 
these measures and indicate the date from which these 
activities will be permitted.

Certain restrictions remain in place.

• Our national borders remain closed.
• The on-site consumption of alcohol is prohibited.
• Bars and taverns, shebeens, night clubs, fêtes, bazaars, 

beaches, public parks, and museums remain closed.
• Tobacco products will not be sold.
• No person may be evicted from their place of residence 

regardless of whether it is a formal or informal residence 
or farm dwelling during this period.

• Male and female initiation practices are prohibited during 
this period.

• The sale of liquor is permitted from 1 June 2020 only 
between Mondays and Thursdays from 09h00 and 17h00.

We are addressing the shortage of coronavirus test kits. 

• Like many other countries, South Africa has been 
affected by the global shortage of coronavirus test kits 
and other materials.

• We have prioritised testing patients in hospitals, health 
care workers, vulnerable people like the elderly and 
hotspot areas.

• We are using every avenue available to source the 
supplies we need and to increase our testing capacity 
and improve the turnaround time.

• Among the initiatives, that we have pursued together 
with other countries on our continent is the ground-
breaking Africa Medical Supplies Portal. 

• This is a single continental marketplace where African 
countries can access critical medical supplies, such as 
test kits, from suppliers and manufacturers in Africa 
and around the world.

We are monitoring international developments in the 
treatment of COVID-19.

• A study by the University of Oxford in Britain found 
that the drug dexamethasone reduced deaths among 
patients on ventilation by a third.

• The dexamethasone drug is manufactured in South 
Africa and it is being considered for use on patients on 
ventilators and on oxygen supply.

• We believe that this will improve our management 
of the disease among those who are most severely 
affected.

The lockdown bought us valuable time.

• We used the time during the lockdown to prepare 
and put in place public health measures to minimise 
infections.

• We established over 100 quarantine centres, increased 
the number of intensive care units and have made 
provision for additional beds in field hospitals.
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